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Listening-Based Homework
Ormandy’s Opposites

 First, we must confess that the 32 pairs of antonyms featured within this 
set are not what it’s mainly about. We have more ambitious aims: to teach and 
review over 320 words in context; to practice various 
patterns of English usage, including possessives and 
declarative, interrogative, and imperative forms; and 
generally to strengthen our students’  hold on English 
grammar.

 To do this, we use the Opposites homework picture 
cards, CD, and workbooks (or worksheets) to help our students 
to memorize a series of sample sentences. Having committed these sentence 
patterns to memory and been taught how to substitute words within them, our 
kids find that their breadth of expression has grown.

 The set includes 32 two-sided picture cards which cue a total of 64 ant-
onym-themed sentences, as well as a CD for home study. The CD is divided 
into three sections: 64 sentences to correspond to the picture cards, 64 more 
sentences for which children will draw picture cards of their own, and a final 64 
sentences for at-home “dictation” practice.

 To help students master these sentences, they’re also assigned weekly 
writing homework. These workbooks (or worksheets, depending on level) in-
crease the effectiveness of the card and CD homework, resulting in faster and 
better retention.

Homework Plans

 Homework plans are available at four difficulty levels. Basic and Interme-
diate Levels are 40-week courses; their primary difference is that Basic Level 
students listen more times to the CD and do an easier workbook; the Inter-
mediate plan uses photocopied worksheets (not a workbook) that are more 
challenging. The Upper-Intermediate Level is a 38-week course, while the Ad-
vanced Level is 30 weeks long. A 20-week Advanced Review sheet is also 
available.  Students can follow a plan that best matches their level and can also 
switch from one plan to another in mid-course if desirable.

 The row on the homework sheet that shows how many times to listen to 
the CD is different from that of other PLS sheets. Dotted lines divide the box 
into quarters. In the example pictured on the next page: ① students listen to the 
CD five times while looking at the relevant cards. Then they read the printed 

 To do this, we use the Opposites homework picture 
cards, CD, and workbooks (or worksheets) to help our students 
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sentences in the workbook several times, with-
out the CD playing. ② Next, they listen to the 
CD tracks five more times, and then stop and 
read again. ③ After listening another four times 
(bringing the total so far to 14), students com-
plete the appropriate workbook page (or work-
sheet). ④ Finally, they listen once more to the 
CD.

 The Opposite homework record sheets don’t use gold stars or perfect 
stickers, as older kids are less motivated by these than by numerical scores. 
On the homework sheets, students calculate their weekly grades, with 100 be-
ing optimum.
 1. For listening the required number of 

times and properly doing their work-
sheets, kids automatically get 5 points. 
Otherwise, none here.

 2. We carry out a card homework check as 
described below.  Students write scores 
out of 40 in the next box.

 3. The writing homework is worth 50 points, 
with a point lost for each error in the writ-
ing.

 4. We also assign a grade for neatness in the writing, from 1 to 5.
 5. The total of these four numbers constitutes the student’s score, out of 

100, for the week.

Card Homework Check (Part A)

 We check the homework in the standard PLS fashion, making four sweeps 
around the table. Students earn a blue chip for saying a sentence free of errors 
with no hints, a yellow for an answer given right after a hint, and a red for any-
thing less. On a single turn, a student only says the sentence for one side of a 
card, not both sides. With large classes that consistently do well, students who 
earn three blue chips can be spared a fourth turn, receiving a full 40 points, 
with only those who have drawn red or yellow chips checked a fourth time.

Writing Homework Check

 There are two Ormandy’s Opposites workbooks for parts A and B, suitable 

⑤ ① ② ③ ④

① ②

③ ④
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for the Basic level homework plan. There is a page in the workbook for each 
week of the plan. (The other four levels do not have workbooks; loose-leaf pho-
tocopy masters for each page are available instead.)

 Quickly look over the 
workbooks while the Teach-
er’s Assistant takes Speed 
Roll. This in-class writing 
check won’t take long if we 
establish, from the begin-
ning, that students are to 
self-correct at home first, checking their answers against the separate answer 
booklet (or, in the case of the photocopied worksheets, against the printed sen-
tences on the reverse.) A student who has made a few errors but self-corrected 
all, earns praise for having done his job (though he loses points for the mis-
takes), while more than one or two uncorrected errors will provoke grim looks 
from the teacher, and perhaps a word of stern disappointment. (A large number 
of initial errors, especially if poorly corrected, may indicate a lack of time and 
effort expended.) We’ll give full praise, or even a token prize, to anyone with no 
uncorrected errors on his or her workbook page. In large classes, if we haven’t 
got time enough to check all the workbooks during Speed Roll, we set the kids 
at a Team Challenge Lite to buy time to finish up.  (Team Challenge Lite is an 
activity in which students review different sets of cards quietly in teams.)

 Students should write in pencil, not pen. When self-correcting, they should 
erase and neatly rewrite in a different color (e.g., red or blue). We should model 
neatness in our own writing when we mark additional corrections on their pa-
pers.

 At home, students will:
 1. calculate their own point totals for each 

sentence and 
 2. total these at page bottom.
 3. If we find any uncorrected errors, stu-

dents write in an amended total in the 
“Teacher’s total” box. They should also, 
of course, fix the errors, which we’ll 
have underlined.

 4. We also give a score for neatness. Students will copy these scores onto 

①

② ③④

⑤

Prerequisites to Opposites writing homework: 
 • Phonic Charts 1 through 5
 • 3-letter word cards
 • Sounds of English
 • Oxford Reading Tree (or equivalent) readers
 • Korectable ABCs Workbook
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their homework record sheets in order to calculate their score out of 100.
 5. Sentences in the workbooks contain an extra, “decoy” word. When stu-

dents rewrite the sentences, they omit those words, and then copy the 
extra words into the boxes to the 
right. They’ll also write their Japa-
nese equivalents, and mark N, D, or 
H (see left). If they don’t complete 
this part, we may either penalize 
it as an error or take points off of 
the “All done” box on their record 
sheets if they haven’t already done 

so. If their translation to Japanese is incorrect, we deduct one point and 
require a correction. A student’s translation may be different, yet correct. 
Different kanji or kana may have the same meaning, or may be correct 
as an alternate meaning of the same English word, perhaps something 
they’ve found in their English-Japanese dictionary. If you’re not sure, ask 
classmates to verify a translation, or ask for dictionary validation.

 It will take effort to convince students not to festoon their correct answers 
with “marus” (celebratory red circles). Ask them to keep their pages neat-look-
ing, with no such checks or other marks for correct answers, only corrections 
in color. To the western eye, they’ll look better, without possible uncorrected 
errors camouflaged beneath swaths of red.

 In the writing check, begin with the workbooks of stronger students, so 
that, in some classes, the better students can quickly consider the minor er-
rors of their ways, and then perhaps assist in helping the weaker ones correct 
the errors that the teacher has underlined. This is good training for assigned 
helpers and can aid in promoting a cooperative group spirit. In the early stag-
es, it’s good to show individual 
pages to all, especially to high-
light common errors and admin-
ister praise while showing the 
evidence. When you do this first 
with the stronger ones, it will be 
established that everyone makes 
some errors, and the egos of the 
weak will be buffered.

No help

Dictionary

Help

The student translated the 
word on his or her own.
The student resorted to an 
English-Japanese dictionary.
Someone (a classmate, Mom, 
etc.) supplied the answer.

N

D

H

A worksheet with a preponderance of circled H’s 
should give us pause: we don’t want our students’ 
mothers or friends doing the homework for them.

Available Opposites workbooks / worksheets

Basic Level

Intermediate
Level

Advanced 
Level
Advanced 
Review

Upper Inter-
mediate Level

Block or 
Cursive sheets

Workbooks:
Block printing

Worksheets:
Cursive
Worksheets:
Cursive

Worksheets:
Block printing

Upper-Intermediate 
follow-through HW

No follow-through HW 
(but may play game)

Advanced follow-
through HW

—

Intermediate follow-
through HW
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 In some classes, all can be kept profitably involved in this without resort-
ing to Team Challenge Lite, depending on class size, class psychology, wheth-
er the class is in an early, mid or later stage, and whether you want to show 
one, some, or all pages to peers for specific note, censure and praise. In the 
early stages, there is much to be said for observing the teacher in the very act 
of correcting one’s own and one’s peer’s pages, seeing the teacher’s excite-
ment in finding well done parts and neat penmanship, and the pin-pricks to his 
or her soul upon unearthing an uncorrected error. This provides extra incentive 
to do the homework carefully. After the first several weeks, we might then begin 
running Team Challenge Lite with a medium- to large-sized class.  

Card Homework Check (Park B)

 There are no printed picture cards for the second part of the Opposites 
program, Part B. For these 64 sentences, we supply students with blank cards, 
sold in sheets of 8, on which they draw illustrations of their own. (For 64 sen-
tences, they’ll need nine sheets of cards—one for ‘do-overs.’)

 Students bring these cards to class, shuffle them, and stack them face 
down before them. We do four or so rounds as usual. On her turn, a student 
turns over her top card and says its sentence. If another student has already 
said the same sentence, she says, “(Tomoyasu) said that,” and tries the next 
card.

 Hand-drawn cards need not be works of fine art, but they should be neat. 
As long as the creator of the card knows what it stands for, we ourselves need 
not be able to tell by looking. Some students will surprise 
us with their inventiveness, skill and thoroughness. Each 
card should clearly show a sentence number at the bot-
tom, e.g., 4-B (student-drawn cards, unlike the printed 
cards, are not two-sided).

 When students draw their own cards, we should en-
sure that the content of each card is logically consistent 
with the sentence it represents. For example, for 
“Let’s hike up the mountain,” a student might draw a 
picture of people standing atop a mountain’s peak—but someone at the top of 
a mountain wouldn’t say, “Let’s hike up the mountain.” In this case, it may be 
that the student has an imperfect grasp of the meaning of the English sentence.

 When students draw their own cards, we should en-
sure that the content of each card is logically consistent 

A student-drawn card 7-A:
“I like to collect old coins.”
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Dictation Homework

 The third program on the CD features 64 sentences for at-home dictation 
practice. On the CD, students will hear English. In their notebooks, they shall 
write the equivalent Japanese. They may also challenge themselves, or be 
challenged, to try to copy down the English 
they hear, but this exercise 
is primarily one of compre-
hension, the main goal be-
ing to confirm understand-
ing by writing in Japanese.

 After (and not before) 
doing their best, listening 
as many times as they wish, 
they will open their “secret 
pamphlet” and correct their er-
rors. Again, it must be neat in 
Japanese, as well as in English 
if they’ve also volunteered or been assigned to try that. And again, no “marus” 
or messiness. Be suspicious of perfection. Some students may misunderstand 
and write with the pamphlet open. Others may neatly erase and re-write using 
the same pencil. Mistakes must be corrected by writing above the errors, not 
through them, and in a different color, because teachers should know where 
mistakes have been made, to make follow-up possible. Students also should 
be able to see where they have made mistakes, in order to help avoid future 
errors.

 Students will thus come to class with four lines of Japanese in their note-
books and, perhaps, four lines of corresponding English. If you do not read 
Japanese sufficiently well to check these answers yourself, have classmates 
check one another’s answers. To follow through in class, students cover the 
English with their hands and, reading the Japanese only, attempt to say the 
English.

 In the same class, some may be doing Japanese only, and some both Jap-
anese and English. A weaker student may start with only Japanese required, 
and some weeks later be schmoozed into having a go at the English, too. 
Under no circumstances will students write English only to these CD-dictated 

The front cover and part of a page of the Opposites 
pamphlet (included in the homework package).
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sentences.

Notes and Suggestions

 1. Explaining Opposites to students the first week:
  Spread a few Opposite cards and a sample homework record sheet over the 

table. There is a student-oriented explanation sheet; have kids read the 
Japanese side in unison as you follow along on the English side. At the 
part of the explanation addressing the workbooks, show one, explaining 
self-correction and pointing out the scrambled sentence, the capital letter 
on the first word, and the extra word.

 2. Assigning extra listening:
  When assigning extra listening (either for not listening the assigned number 

of times the week before or for a score low-
er than 40 in the card check), we can target 
our extra listening assignments. Increase 
listening in the third quarter of the box (1) 
for students struggling with the writing, as 
this listening is done right before the work-
sheet. Increase listening in the fourth quarter of the box (2) for students 
struggling with the card check, as this listening is nearest to class.

 3. Other follow-through:
 • Once the homework check is finished, we occasionally follow through on 

card content by asking Quick Response-style questions. For example, 
for card 6-A, “The boy’s pencil is long,” we might ask, “What else is long 
(in the picture) (in this room)?” At this level, all answers should be in full 
sentences.

 • We can also play a Lies-style game on card content.
 • And we use the adjectives pictured to launch Supply the Adjective (see 

teacher’s manual), which we follow up with a recollection game on other 
students’ answers.

 • A hint: In the picture for “The dog is coming to the butcher shop” (card 
#22), the butcher’s phone number is (014) 2983. Wait a few weeks after 
the card has first appeared as homework, then slyly ask the kids if they 
notice anything about the phone number and see how many of them can 
puzzle it out. (These numerals, in Japanese, spell out oishii nikuya-san—
“delicious butcher shop”.)

① ②
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 The Opposites homework plans and related activities form a sizeable mini-
program unto themselves. While there’s plenty to learn for a teacher newly em-
barking on the full Opposites regimen, we believe the benefits reaped are well 
worth the effort. Enjoy!


