
Intermediate Lies

Type A
(transformation)

1. this/that
This is a book.
— No, that’s / it’s a notebook.
That’s a clock.
This is a desk.
That’s a keychain.
This boy is Tatsuro.
That girl is Yuri.

2. my/your (review #1)
This is my pencil.
— No, that’s your eraser.
That is your bag.
That girl is your sister.
— No, this girl is / she’s my friend.
That boy is your brother.
My name’s Nancy.
— No, your name’s Susan.
Your name’s Miki.
Your bat is very old.
— No, my bat is new / it’s new.
My sweater is purple.

3. he, she (review #2)
He’s my brother.
— No, he’s your student.
She’s your friend.
He’s my teacher.
Mari is Chinese.
— No, she’s Japanese.
Ken is a doctor.
He’s an American boy.
She’s a Japanese student.
Kentaro lives in New York.
— No, he lives in Shinmachi.
Ken is ten years old.
— No, he’s 11 years old.
Your brother is very old.
Kotaro has seven classes on Monday.
— No, he has six.

Type B
(refutation)

1. does/doesn’t
She has a monkey.
— No, she doesn’t.
He has a car.
She has a watermelon.
He has green hair.
He likes dogs.
Your mother likes golf.

2. do/don’t
I have a snake.
— No, you don’t.
You have many fish.
You like snakes.
I like vegetables.
You like to read.
You play tennis every day.
You swim after school / before breakfast.
(Teach various time/frequency expressions.)

3. know (review #1 & #2)
You know my aunt / uncle. 
— No, I don’t.
I know your father.
She knows your mother.
They know your grandmother.
We know “Godzilla” Matsui.

4. is/isn’t (review location words)
There’s a vase on the piano.
— No, there isn’t.
There’s a dog under the table.
There’s a picture near the window.
There’s an elephant in your bag.

5. are/aren’t (more location words)
There are some books on the table. 
— No, there aren’t.
There are two cockroaches on the wall.
There are four apples between the window 
and the bookshelf.

For each category, only a few example lies are given.  Invent your own following the same pattern, 
especially by substituting new words for the underlined portions.  For true statements, students 
say, e.g. “Yes, it is,” “Yes, she does,” “Yes, there are,” etc.  When switching between type A and 
type B, give kids a heads up to avoid confusion.  Have fun!
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Type A
(transformation)

4. possessive s, his, her (review #1 & #2)
This is Akio’s ball. 
— No, that’s his book.
That’s Mari’s pen.
— No, that’s Maiko’s pen.
That’s my notebook.
— No, this is my notebook.
This is your watch.

5. family relationships (review #2)
My father’s brother is my sister. 
— No, your father’s brother is your uncle.
My father’s sister is my aunt.
My mother’s sister is my uncle.
My mother’s brother is my aunt.

6. I/you, have, has (review #3)
I have a silver watch. 
— No, you have a black watch.
You have three brothers.
Ken has two cameras.
— No, he has one camera.
Masayuki has a red bag.
You live in Shinjuku.
— No, I live in Setagaya.
I live in outer space.

7. I’m/you’re/we’re
I’m a student.
— No, you’re a teacher.
I’m Japanese.
You’re a teacher.
— No, I’m a student.
You’re seven years old.
You’re Americans.
— No, we’re Japanese.
You’re police officers.

8. name of a third person (review #4)
Your brother’s name is Taro.
— No, his name is Kenji.
My mother’s name is Linda.
Your teacher is Ms. Takeda.
Your school principal is Mr. Fujiwara.

Type B
(refutation)

6. present progressive (review #4 & #5)
She’s eating supper now. 
— No, she isn’t.
He’s taking a bath now.
I’m talking very fast now.
— No, you aren’t.
I’m riding my bicycle now.
We’re thirsty / hungry / tired / sleepy. 
— No, we aren’t.
You’re studying Spanish now.
— No, I’m / we’re not.

7. can/can’t
He can play tennis.
— No, he can’t.
She can swim very well.
He can bowl.
She can make spaghetti.
You can read French, a little.
— No, I can’t.
You can ride a motorcycle.
You can draw pictures.
You can make an origami crane.
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Type A
(transformation)

9. they
They are sisters / brothers. 
— No, they are classmates.
They are students / teachers.
They’re Satoru’s books.

10. these/those, mine/yours
These are apples. 
— No, those are pencils.
Those are eggs.
These are dinosaur bones.
Those are gorillas.
Those pens are mine.
— No, they’re mine.
These chips are yours.

11. in (review #2, #4, #6)
You have a mouse in your pocket. 
— No, I have a handkerchief in my pocket.
You have some flowers in your bag.
I have an apple in my hand.
— No, you have a pencil in your hand.
I have Mari’s keys in my pocket.
Kazuko has a rose in her hand.
— No, she has a chip in her hand.
Kentaro has a toy car in his bag.

12. we, in (season)
We ski in summer. 
— No, we ski in winter.
We swim in winter.
We have a lot of snow in Tokyo.

13. time (at) (review #2, #3, #4)
It’s 10 o’clock.  — No, it’s 4:30.
Hideaki gets up at 10 o’clock every morning.
— No, he gets up at 6:30 every morning.
Aki eats breakfast at 6 o’clock.
She goes to bed at 9 o’clock.
Your school starts at 9:30. 
— No, it starts at 9 o’clock.
You leave for school at 7:30. 
— No, I leave for school at 8:30.
School is over at two. 
— No, it’s over at 2:30.

14. means of transportation (review #6)
You come here by bus.
— No, I come here by train / on the train.
You come here on your bicycle.
Aki walks to school. 
— No, her mother drives her to school.
Kanako takes the train to school.

15. present progressive (review #6 & #12)
You’re studying Japanese now. 
— No, I’m / we’re studying English now.
You’re playing a video game now.
I’m speaking Thai now.

16. comparatives, as ... as (review #1, #6, #10)
You’re older than Aki.  — No, I’m younger 
than Aki / she’s older than me.
I’m younger than you.
I’m taller than Aki.
This pen is longer than that one.
— No, it’s shorter than that one.
Your feet are bigger than mine.
You like snakes better than dogs.
— No, I like dogs better than snakes.
Aki likes winter better than summer.
You are as old as Ken.
— No, I’m older than him.
I am as tall as you.

17. superlatives
You are the oldest in your family.
— No, I’m the youngest in my family / the 
second oldest, etc.
You are the tallest in this class.
She is the fastest runner in her class.

18. dates, etc.
There are eight days in a week / month.
— No, there are 7.
It’s Wednesday, March 7th.
The summer months are April, May, and June.

19. sometimes, often, usually, etc.
You sometimes play baseball with your friends.
We usually study English in this class.
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