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Listening-Based Homework
Trialogs

 Dialogues, as we all know, are conversations between two or more people. 
“Trialogs” are related to dialogues, but you won’t find this word in a dictionary. 
We coined it, which we like to spell with an “i” sitting in the 
cup of a “y.” “Tri–” means “three” (as in “tricycle”), and “try,” 
of course, means “attempt.” Our Trialogs are designed for 
students to attempt short, natural three-part conversations 
which go beyond simple question-and-answer exchanges.

 Why practice such discourse? Because, along with the 
vocabulary and expressions to be learned, this is the path 
that most real conversations take. They usually don’t sim-
ply halt when an opening question is answered. Typically, either the answerer 
asks a return question, or the questioner responds to the other person’s an-
swer. Our Trialog challenges provide a roughly equal number of opportunities 
to practice each of these two standard conversational patterns using students’ 
own, real-life answers.

Features of the Trialog Homework Set

 The Trialog cards and supporting CD skits are grammatically organized 
and thematically varied. You may notice that each of the many characters that 
appear in the CD skits has a unique personality and different interests. Thus, 
the array of conversational topics is expanded upon with a variety of sample 
responses for comprehension and self-appropriate reproduction.

 A more advanced but frequently used type of English question is the “tag 
ending” kind. These always follow either a positive to negative pattern or vice-
versa. (You like onions, don’t you? / You can’t ski, can you?) Foreign learners 
find this peculiarity of English a challenge which needs much practice for mas-
tery. This we provide for, beginning with Trialog #37.

Homework

 Students study the Trialog skits in order according to the teacher’s home-
work assignments. They repeatedly listen while (and then while not) reading 
through the English script and translations included in the booklet, so that they 
can give their own answers to the questions smoothly in class.

In-Class Game

 Students form teams of two (with a team of three when necessary in an 
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odd-numbered class). Each team will quietly, simultaneously choose a card 
from the table to try. When ready, they will raise their hands and, when called 
on, stand, face one another, maintain eye contact, smile, and try to ask the 
opening question, giving their own responses. (The card chosen must not be 
looked at while the team attempts that Trialog.)

 The two styles of Trialog are indicated by the (triangular, naturally) marks 
on the cards used in class:

 If students make any procedural mistake or pronunciation error, the teach-
er asks them to sit and wait for their next turn to try the same card again.  
Until they succeed in winning their card, the same student asks the opening 
question.  But each time they try a different Trialog, they will alternate.  When 
the teacher says they’ve done well, they sit, turn their card over, keep it and 
choose a new card to try.  At the end of the game, their score will be the total 
number of points as marked on the back of the cards they have successfully 
completed.

 Have fun!

 • A asks B.  
 • B answers but doesn’t
  return the question.  
 • A comments.

 • A asks B.  
 • B answers and 
  returns the question.  
 • A answers.

» In a team of three, two students will normally assume the role of B.


