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Listening-Based Homework
Words Words Words

 This book is used to teach vocabulary. It features all 
of the English words required in the Japanese public junior 
high school English curriculum, plus additional words. It is 

recommended for upper graders in elementary 
school to prepare them for junior high, or for junior high school-
ers. What follows is a plan for assigning a unit per week, suitable 
for stronger classes.

 1. Students will read the word list at the top of the assigned page while listen-
ing to the CD.

 2. They stop the CD at the sound of the chime, and listen again as many times 
as it takes to learn all of the words and their meanings.

 3. With the CD player off, they fill in the sentence blanks with the correct 
missing words and also fill in the crossword puzzle with the same words.

	 •	 In	 the	 textbook	 they	 are	 to	 use	 small	 block	 print;	 in	 the	 puzzles	 they	
should use capital block letters.

 4. Students then listen to the CD (after the chime) to hear the completed sen-
tences with the correct words. With a red pen, they correct any mistakes, 
both in the sentences and the puzzle.

	 5.	Next,	 they	find	the	hidden	letters	 in	the	picture	pages.	Each	has	four	hid-
den letters: a capital and lower case cursive, a capital and lower case block 
letter. Students copy them at the top of a notebook page, once, as neatly 
as possible.

 6. Students look carefully at the illustrations and find as many words as they 
can which begin with the given letter. These are to be written in their note-
book down the left side of the page. If they wish, they may write kana or 
kanji for word meanings across from each word on the right side of the 
notebook page.  

 7. Finally, students play the CD again and listen to the word list at least once 
more. Then they listen to the sentences and their translations several times 
until they can understand all of them without translation.

 For low- to mid-level classes, split this assignment up over two weeks. 
Steps 5–7 will be assigned the second week.
	 •	 Spending	 three	 weeks	 or	 more	 per	 unit	 is	 not	 recommended:	 this	 will	
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cause the book to take too long to finish. Classes at too low a level to 
complete a unit in two weeks are not ready for this book yet.

 Words Words Words has a companion set of worksheets, eight per unit 
(see below right). Assign them as follows:

	 •	 For	a	low-level	class:	as-
sign sheets 1–2 the first 
week, 3–4 the second. 
5–8 are not assigned.

	 •	 For	a	mid-level	class:	as-
sign sheets 1–4 the first 
week, 5–6 the second. 
7–8 are not assigned.

	 •	 For	 a	 high-level	 class:	
assign sheets 1–4 the first week, 5–8 the second. Or, assign all eight sheets 
at once, for classes doing a unit per week. (Classes doing a unit per week 
can	be	switched	to	the	two-week	plan	during,	for	example,	exam	season.)

 ° Worksheet #7 has students translating sentences using similar grammar 
patterns	to	those	found	in	the	sentences	in	the	book.	This	sort	of	‘gram-
mar	expansion’	 is	of	great	value	to	students;	all	who	are	up	to	the	chal-
lenge should be assigned this worksheet.

Checking in Class, Week 1

 1. Begin by checking the sentences and crossword for the week, perhaps in 
round-robin fashion. Give 10 points to students who have completed them 
without errors. Subtract full- or half-points for mistakes. Scores are written 
on	each	student’s	“Words	Words	Words	Record	Sheet”.

	 •	 Have	any	messy	writing	rewritten	on	the	spot,	or	assigned	for	rewriting	at	
home	if	extensive.

 2. Give an oral vocabulary test. Call on students to give you the Japanese 
meaning	of	a	word	from	the	list.	Each	student	starts	with	10	points;	subtract	
2 for each mistake. Anyone with a score of 6 or lower (i.e. two or more mis-
takes)	is	‘out’	and	will	need	to	take	a	make-up	quiz	the	next	week.	Record	
scores on the record sheets.

 3. Check any worksheets assigned. Each is worth 20 points, with half- or full-
points subtracted for mistakes. Students record their scores on their record 
sheets.

1 Unscrambling and spelling words
2 Answer sheet for 1
3 Translating	“Across”	sentences	from	book
4 Translating	“Down”	sentences	from	book
5 More	words	from	unit	&	“Word	Wiggle”	game
6 Answer sheet for 5
7 Expansion	sentences
8 Answer sheet for 8
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	 •	 Answer	sheets	for	each	are	provided,	except	for	sheets	3–4,	the	answers	
for which are the sentences in the book itself—thus, all answer-checking 
should have been done before class, streamlining our checking process. 
To ensure this occurs, praise students who have corrected their own mis-
takes,	but	make	a	stink	over	any	‘uncorrected	errors’	you	find.	The	num-
ber	of	uncorrected	errors	is	recorded	at	the	bottom	of	the	student’s	record	
sheet;	 a	 ‘zero’	 is	 a	 badge	 of	 honor,	while	 any	 number	 above,	 say,	 3	 is	
occasion for ashes and sackcloth.

Checking in Class, Week 2

 1. If necessary, re-check the writing neatness of any page that was deemed 
too messy the last week and was assigned to be rewritten at home.

	 2.	As	needed,	conduct	a	‘make-up’	vocabulary	test	for	students	who	scored	6	
or	less	the	last	week.	While	the	maximum	score	last	week	was	10,	they	can	
earn	no	higher	than	an	8	this	time.	Record	scores	on	record	sheets.

 3. Check any worksheets assigned for this second week. Students mark 
scores on their record sheets.

	 •	 The	 “Word	 Wiggle”	 on	 worksheet	 #5	 is	 not	 given	 a	 numerical	 grade.	
Instead, students earn a letter grade, depending on how many words 
they’ve	discovered	in	the	puzzle.	They	earn	an	A+	for	finding	20	or	more	
words, an A for 18, a B for 16, a C for 14, etc.

 4. Check student notebooks. A student will earn one point for each of the four 
letters copied from the picture page of the unit, for a total of 4 points pos-
sible. They will also earn a point for each word (beginning with the letter 
of the unit) they found pictured, provided they can read them and give the 
meaning in Japanese (or equivalent English). During this check, they are 
to cover the right side of the notebook page, where any meanings will have 
been	written.	Record	scores	on	the	record	sheets.

	 •	 Words	pictured	in	the	plural	must	also	be	written	in	the	plural.

 5. You may choose to conduct the notebook check as a class competition, 
with first, second, and third place recognition for students who found the 
most words. There is a place to record this on the record sheets.

 6. Students will add up their points from the sentence and crossword fill-in, 
the oral vocabulary check, and the worksheets to compute their grand to-
tal. Totals will be out of:
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  60 for low-level classes doing worksheets 1–4 only,
  80 for mid-level classes doing 1–6, or
  100 for classes doing all eight.

	 7.	Affix	your	stamp	(hanko) or signature at column bottom.
	 •	 Of	course,	the	steps	of	this	“week	2”	check	will	be	carried	out	in	the	first	

week with advanced classes completing a unit per week.


