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PLS CLASSES
10th Rank Requirements

	 There	is	no	rank	testing	in	the	10th	Rank.	The	‘requirements’	for	passing	
into	the	9th	are	to	spend	about	six	months	covering	the	following	items	in	each	
lesson:

 1. Peer Greeting
	 2.	Vocabulary	Flashcards,	Set	1	(pink):	Study	32	cards
	 3.	14	colors
	 4.	Roughly	half	of	Daily	Expressions,	Set	A	homework
 5. PCC #1
	 a.	 Total	Physical	Response	(TPR)
	 b.	 Preparation	games
	 6.	Pink	Verb	Cards
	 7.	Family	Cards	1–8	(or	1–11,	for	older	beginners)
	 8.	Quick	Response	Questions
	 9.	Capital	ABCs
	10.	Numbers	1–20	(or	higher,	for	older	beginners)

	 The	10th	Rank	Progress	Chart	 is	kept	 in	your	class	file.	Once	per	month	
(say,	 the	 last	 lesson	of	 the	month),	students	all	work	 together	 to	color	 in	one	
level	of	the	parfait	illustration.	After	six	months,	the	parfait	is	entirely	colored	in,	
and	the	students	are	passed	into	the	9th	Rank.	From	then	on,	individual	testing	
is	done	for	many	rank	requirements.

	 Students	who	 begin	when	 they	 are	 older	 than	 the	 upper	 year	 of	 kinder-
garten/first	grade	of	elementary	school	often	need	 less	than	six	months	to	be	
ready	 for	 testing.	With	 school	management	 approval,	 pass	 them	 into	 the	 9th	
Rank sooner.

	 Students	who	have	already	studied	English	before	 joining	the	Rank	Sys-
tem	(e.g.	 in	nenchu	lessons,	etc.)	may	need	less	than	six	months	to	be	ready	
for	testing.	Some	may	even	be	allowed	to	skip	the	10th	Rank	entirely	and	enter	
the	Rank	System	from	the	9th.	Consult	with	your	school	management	on	this.

	 2.	Vocabulary	Flashcards,	Set	1	(pink):	Study	32	cards

	 4.	Roughly	half	of	Daily	Expressions,	Set	A	homework
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PLS CLASSES
9th Rank Requirements

	 1.	Daily	 Expressions,	 Set	 A:	 Successfully	 completed	 homework	 fulfills	 re-
quirement.	 Begin	 Set	 B	 right	 after	 Set	A.	 The	 1-2-3	Game	may	 be	 used	
after	 the	 first	16	have	been	studied	 if	1st	
grade	or	above.

	 2.	Pro-Con	 Cards:	 Use	 pink	 set	 for	 around	
12	weeks	to	fulfill	requirement.	Aim	to	ex-
pose	students	to	all	15	cards	in	pink	set.

	 3.	Peer	Greeting:	Do	activity	 for	around	24	
weeks	 to	 fulfill	 requirement.	 Students	 may	
color	box	at	or	near	end	of	rank.

	 4.	Nakayoshi	■	cards:	Learn	adjectives	as	single	words.	Spot-test	for	about	
70–80%	retention.

	 5.	Family	members:	First	11	of	Family	Card	set.	Minimum:	1st	eight	for	below	
1st	grade.	(Aunt,	uncle,	and	cousin	concepts	are	hazy	below	5~6	years.)

	 6.	PCC	#2:	Teacher	commands;	students	act	out	(TPR).	May	pass	class	as	a	
group	when	proficient.	However,	high	standards	should	be	maintained	and	
each	student	challenged	to	excel.

	 7.	PCC	#1:	Pair	work:	one	student	commands,	partner	does	action	(switching	
roles	every	third	part).	See	also	PCC	entry	in	teacher’s	manual.

	 8.	Pink	 Verb	Cards:	 Say	 all	 25	 verbs,	 plain	 (imperative)	 form.	 Spot-test	 for	
70–80%	retention.

	 9.	Vocabulary	Flashcards,	Set	2	(red):	Study	32	new	cards,	stress	plurals	and	
use	 articles	 ‘a,’	 ‘an,’	 and	 ‘the’	 from	 the	 start.	May	 pass	 class	 as	 a	 group	
when	proficient.

	10.	Numbers:	 Count	 1	 to	 100.	 Use	 unsequenced	 flashcards,	 Bingo,	 “How	
many”	questions.	Translate	both	ways.	Test	1–20	in	order,	then	spot-check	
21–100,	requiring	excellent	pronunciation.

	11.	Colors:	Name	14	flashcard	colors.	(Use	Bingo	and	“What	color”	questions.)	
Test	individually,	focusing	on	pronunciation.

	12.	ABCs:	Capitals	flashcards	out	of	order.	(Use	Bingo,	ABC	Song.)	Test	indi-
vidually,	with	ABC	cards	in	order,	requiring	excellent	pronunciation.

	13.	Basic	answers:	Reply	to	What’s	your	name?	/	How	old	are	you?	/	Can	you	
~?	/	Do	you	like	~?	/	What	color	~?	/	How	many	~?

after	 the	 first	16	have	been	studied	 if	1st	

weeks	 to	 fulfill	 requirement.	 Students	 may	
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8th Rank Requirements

Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Small	 abc’s:	Read	 unsequenced	 lowercase	 abc’s	 (letter	 names	 and	 pho-
nic	 sounds).	 Thorough	 individual	 test.	 You	may	 test	 letter	 names	 only	 if	
you	 wish,	 saving	 the	 phonic	 sounds	 test	
for	 Phonic	 Charts	 #1	 and	 #2,	 top	 vow-
els.	 Small	 abc’s	 and	 Phonic	 Charts	 are	
reinforced	by	Alphabet	&	Calendar	Card	
homework,	which	most	9th	Rank	classes	
will	 begin	midway	 through	 the	 rank	 (but	
are	not	likely	to	finish	before	rank	ends).	
Reinforce	with	Consonant	Picture	Cards.

	 2.	Numbers:	 1~1000.	 Flash	 cards	 out	 of	 order	 &	 translate	 both	 ways;	 indi-
vidual	spot-test.

	 3.	Nakayoshi	▲	Cards:	Flash	the	cards,	and	use	“PPR”	(“Put	the	short	pencil	
under	the	green	dinosaur”).

	 4.	Pink	Verb	Cards:	Say	short	“–ing”	sentences	with	all	pink	verbs:	e.g.	“She’s	
smiling.”	Individually	spot-tested.

	 5.	Vocabulary	Flashcards,	Set	3	 (yellow):	Study	32	new	cards,	 some	words	
feature	more	 than	one	word.	Distinguish	singular	and	plural.	Also	use	 for	
phonics	by	asking	first	letter,	etc.	Choral	group	test.

	 6.	PCC	#1:	Prepare	students	for	pair	work	with	–ing	responses	by	doing	teach-
er-commanded	TPR	to	which	students	respond	e.g.	“I’m	 jumping”	as	they	
do	the	action	(not	before	or	after).	Do	the	middle	third	of	the	card	without	
–ing	responses.	Supplement	with	“Simon	Says.”	Classes	“passes”	when	all	
(or	the	majority)	are	ready	for	pair	work	with	–ing	responses.	(An	interme-
diate	step	could	be	 to	break	class	 into	 two	 teams:	 team	one,	speaking	 in	
unison,	commands	team	two,	who	respond	with	action	and	–ing	sentence	
also	in	unison.)

	 7.	PCC	#1:	Pair	work	with	–ing	responses.	Pairs	do	the	middle	 third	without	
–ing	 responses.	Group	 test:	 pass/fail	 is	 decided	upon	 total	 group	perfor-
mance,	not	individual	testing.

	 8.	PCC	 #2:	 Prepare	 students	 for	 pair	 work	 by	 playing	 “race	 game”	 as	 de-
scribed	in	teacher’s	manual.	Whole	class	will	“pass”	when	all	(or	the	major-
ity)	are	ready	for	pair	work.

	 9.	PCC	#2:	Pair	work.	Group	 test:	pass/fail	 is	decided	upon	total	group	per-
formance,	not	individual	testing.

you	 wish,	 saving	 the	 phonic	 sounds	 test	
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	10.	Phonic	Chart	#1:	Letter	names	and	phonic	sounds.	Reinforce	with	Snake	
Game,	Consonant	Picture	Card	Game,	abc	Bingo,	and	by	asking	 for	 first	
letter	 of	word	when	 flashing	other	 cards.	Thorough	 individual	 test.	 If	 you	
tested	only	letter	names	with	abc	flashcards,	test	phonic	sounds	with	Pho-
nic	Chart	#1.

	11.	Phonic	Chart	#2:	The	five	short	vowel	sounds;	use	the	five	vowels	printed	
at	the	top	of	the	Phonic	Chart	to	play	games	(see	teacher’s	manual).	Thor-
ough	individual	test.

	12.	Family	 members:	 Know	 first	 14	 (up	 to	 great-grandparents).	 From	 about	
second	 grade	 up,	 sentences	 using	 possessives	 are	 also	 required,	 e.g.,	
“She’s	his	mother.”	Otherwise,	 the	basic	8th	Rank	 requirement	 is	a	mere	
three	words	up	from	9th.	Thorough	individual	test	for	family	members.	Indi-
vidual	spot-test	for	possessive	sentences.

	13.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	
other	two	as	well.

	 •	 Color-Shape	 Cards:	 Red	 set.	 Say	 color	 and	 shape	 (e.g.,	 “Two	 red	
squares.”)	Individual	spot-test.

	 •	 Arithmetic	+/−	cards:	“5	plus	3	equals	8,”	etc.;	Individual	spot-test.
	 •	 Days	of	 the	week,	months	&	seasons:	These	cards	are	contained	 in	Al-

phabet	&	Calendar	Click	homework	set,	but	may	also	be	taught	 in	class	
for	reinforcement.	Say	all;	translate	both	ways.	Respond	to	“What	day	is	
today,	tomorrow,	was	yesterday?”	and	to	“What	day	is	before,	after	(e.g.,	
Friday)?”	Likewise	respond	to	“What	month	is	before,	after	(e.g.,	July)?”	
Use	 playing	 card	 20	 sec.	 game,	 Month	 &	 Season	 Bingo	 and	 stand-sit	
game.	Individual	spot-test.

Non-Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Pronunciation:	 Use	 Pro-Con	 Cards	 (yellow	 set),	 Phonic	 Contrast	 Game	
Board,	 or	 Short	 Vowel	 Contrast	 Game	 Board	 for	 focused	 pronunciation	
practice.	Students	color	progress	charts	once	teacher	 judges	they’ve	had	
enough	exposure	to	one	pronunciation-based	activity.	(If	Pro-Cons,	aim	to	
expose	students	to	all	15	cards	in	yellow	set.)

	 2.	Student-centering	activities:	Use	any	or	all	of	the	following	to	student-cen-
ter	 the	 lessons:	 Greet	 Sheets,	 Zones,	 the	 TA/ex-TA	 system,	 Speed	 Roll	
cards	 (beginning	with	pink	set,	 then	yellow),	student-centered	 roll-taking,	
etc.	Students	color	progress	charts	at	or	near	end	of	rank,	as	these	activi-
ties are ongoing.
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	 3.	Parting	 Lines:	 Begin	 teacher-centered,	 but	 transition	 soon	 to	 Peer	 Part-
ing.	Students	color	progress	charts	once	teacher	has	decided	they’ve	had	
enough	exposure	to	the	activity.

	 4.	Aniverb	Bingo:	Especially	useful	 for	 reinforcing	Pink	Verb	Card	–ing	sen-
tences	and	PCC	#1	–ing	responses.	Students	color	progress	charts	once	
teacher	judges	they’ve	had	enough	exposure	to	the	game.

	 5.	Elementary	Openers	 /	 Elementary	 Lies	 /	Grammar-ettes:	 Begin	with	 e.g.	
Openers;	play	for	about	12	weeks,	aiming	to	get	at	least	as	far	as	9th	cat-
egory	on	cue	sheet.	Then	switch	to	e.g.	Lies;	play	for	about	12	weeks,	aim-
ing	to	get	at	least	as	far	as	4th	category	on	cue	sheet.	In	final	12	weeks	of	
rank,	do	one	of	the	following:

	 •	 Return	to	Elementary	Openers.
	 •	 Continue	Elementary	Lies.
	 •	 Switch	to	Grammar-ettes.
	 6.	Korectable	 ABCs:	 Complete	 the	 capital	 ABC	 section	 of	 the	 Korectable	

ABCs	workbook,	 recommended	 in	 the	 final	 third	 of	 the	 8th	Rank	 (earlier	
for	older	students).	Lowercase	series	is	a	7th	Rank	requirement	but	should	
commence	right	after	the	capital	series,	regardless	of	rank.

	 7.	Daily	Expressions	Set	B:	Successfully	completed	homework	fulfills	require-
ment.	(See	9th	Rank	Daily	A	suggestions.)	Followed	by	Alphabet	&	Calen-
dar	Click	homework	(probably	begun	but	not	finished	in	the	8th	Rank).

	 8.	Enterquest:	The	 first	eight	questions	and	answers	are	 required	 in	 the	8th	
and	7th	Ranks;	in	the	8th,	students	are	likely	to	get	up	to	around	question	
#6.	Higher	questions	are	not	 required,	but	 teachers	who	wish	 to	continue	
the	 activity	 and	 have	 the	 time	 may	 do	 so.	 When	 a	 question	 has	 run	 its	
course	(i.e.	has	been	dropped	when	a	new	question	is	added,	as	described	
in	 the	 teacher’s	manual),	 all	 students	may	 color	 in	 that	 number	 on	 their	
progress	chart.	When	all	other	rank	requirements	have	been	passed,	stu-
dents	 progress	 to	 7th	 Rank,	 even	 if	 some	 Enterquest	 questions	 remain	
undone	in	the	8th.
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7th Rank Requirements

Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Time	Challenge:	Understand	and	say,	e.g.	“ten	forty-five”.	Use	flashcards,	
time	questions	and	Time	Bingo.	Say	12	cards	in	30	seconds	to	pass.	(Teach-
er	 may	 adjust	 difficulty	 level	 for	 slower	
kids	 by	 allowing	 slightly	 longer	 than	 30	
seconds;	other	students	are	thus	strictly	
barred	from	looking	at	their	own	watches	
during	the	test.)

	 2.	Family	members:	Sentences	using	pos-
sessives	 for	 cards	 1–14	 (“She’s	 his	 big	
sister”)	if	not	already	learned	in	the	8th	Rank.	Then,	learn	cards	15–22,	and	
form	 sentences	 using	 possessives.	 Kids	 point	 while	 speaking,	 using	 two	
fingers	for	“they”	and	“their”.	Respond	to	name,	age,	etc.	questions	about	
kin.	Know	variations:	mom,	dad,	grandma,	etc.	Use	concentration	game	to	
reinforce.	Individual	spot-test.

	 3.	Ordinal	numbers:	Learn	1st	 to	31st	and	when	 to	use	 them	(dates,	school	
grades,	 “first	prize”).	 Individual	spot-test.	 (Be	careful	 to	check	all	kids	on	
tricky	ones	like	1st,	2nd,	3rd,	5th,	21st,	22nd,	etc.)

	 4.	Dates	&	holidays:	Combine	months	with	ordinal	numbers	 to	say	e.g.	 “No-
vember	 24th”	 or	 “August	 14th”,	 including	 but	 not	 limited	 to	 holidays.	Re-
spond	to	“When’s	your	birthday?”	Reinforce	with	playing	cards	(20	second	
game),	PLS	Calendar	Date	Cards,	 and	Stand	Up	Sit	Down	 for	 birthdays.	
Individually	spot-tested.

	 5.	Yellow	Verb	Cards:	Learn	plain	 (imperative)	 forms	of	25	verbs.	 Individual	
spot-test.

	 6.	Pink	Verb	Cards:	Learn	past	tense	of	25	verbs.	Introduce	concept	of	past	
tense	with	TPR,	saying	e.g.	“I’m	running”	during	action,	“I	ran”	after	stop-
ping.	Divide	verbs	 into	categories,	e.g.	 those	ending	 in	 ‘d’	 sound,	ending	
in	‘t’	sound,	middle	vowel	changing	to	‘a’,	and	others.	Thorough	individual	
test.

	 7.	Vocabulary	Flashcards,	Set	4	(orange):	Study	32	new	cards,	some	of	which	
feature	more	than	one	word.	Use	for	phonics	(e.g.	“What’s	the	first	/	last	/	
middle	letter	of...?”).	Group	test.

	 8.	Phonic	 Charts	 #2,	 #3,	 #4:	 2-letter	 combinations.	 Individual	 spot-test:	 for	
example,	play	Phonintensity,	being	very	strict	on	pronunciation	and	read-
ing	 accuracy;	 those	who	 finish	 the	 game	with	 no	 chips	 in	 the	 first	 round	

er	 may	 adjust	 difficulty	 level	 for	 slower	
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may	pass	the	test;	those	who	err	will	be	assigned	Click	or	Rank	CD	listen-
ing	amounts	according	 to	need,	as	will	be	manifest	 through	game	perfor-
mance.

	 9.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	
other	two	as	well.

	 •	 PCC	 #2:	 Pair	 work,	 with	 –ing	 responses	 for	 the	 top	 third	 of	 the	 card.	
Group	test.

	 •	 PCC	#1:	Pair	work,	with	past	tense	responses	for	top	and	bottom	thirds,	
spoken	after	completing	the	action.	Group	test.

	 •	 Yellow	Verb	Cards:	Form	–ing	sentences	for	appropriate	cards.	(E.g.	for	
the	pictured	action,	“He’s	jumping”	is	suitable,	while	“He’s	seeing”	is	not.)	
Individual	spot-test.

	10.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	
other	two	as	well.	

	 •	Nakayoshi	■	cards:	Form	sentences,	e.g.	“The	giraffe	 is	 tall.”	 Individual	
spot-test.

	 •	Adjectives	for	Sentence-Making:	Play	game	until	teacher	judges	students	
have	had	enough	exposure.

	 •	Supply	 the	Adjective:	Play	game	until	 teacher	 judges	students	have	had	
enough	exposure.

Non-Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Peer	 Parting:	 Continues	 from	 8th	 Rank.	 Students	 color	 progress	 charts	
once	teacher	has	decided	they’ve	had	enough	exposure	to	the	activity.

	 2.	Student-centering	activities:	Use	any	or	all	of	the	following	to	student-cen-
ter	 the	 lessons:	 Greet	 Sheets,	 Zones,	 the	 TA/ex-TA	 system,	 Speed	 Roll	
cards	 (beginning	with	pink	set,	 then	yellow),	student-centered	 roll-taking,	
etc.

	 3.	Speak	’n	Sit:	Students	work	up	to	four	to	six	statements	(name,	age,	where	
they	live,	family	information,	likes,	dislikes,	abilities,	pets,	etc.)	provided	the	
base	for	a	speech	(below).	Emphasize	strict	separation	of	given	and	family	
name;	 clear,	 crisp	audibility;	 sharp	pronunciation;	 smile;	 and	eye	contact	
with	 listeners.	Prepare	 and	 reinforce	with	Elementary	Openers.	Students	
color	 progress	 charts	when	 teacher	 decides	 that,	 as	a	 class,	 they’ve	be-
come	proficient.

	 4.	Speech	 (optional	 elective):	 A	 six-	 to	 eight-sentence	 self-introductory	
speech,	 to	 be	 attempted	 either	 in	 this	 rank	 or	 in	 the	 6th.	 Thorough	 indi-
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vidual	test,	if	attempted.
	 5.	Korectable	 abc’s:	 Completing	 the	 lowercase	 section	 in	 the	 Korectables	

ABCs	workbook	fulfills	the	requirement.	Be	maniacally	strict	with	neatness.
	 6.	Sounds	 of	 English:	 Complete	 first	 half	 of	 workbook,	 to	 page	 24,	 to	 fulfill	

requirement.
	 7.	Alphabet	&	Calendar	Click	homework:	Successfully	completed	homework	

fulfills	requirement.
	 8.	Kanji	English	homework:	Successfully	completed	homework	fulfills	require-

ment.	May	be	assigned	concurrent	with	A&C	finisher	homework	sheet.	Not	
to	be	assigned	before	autumn	of	elementary	first	grade.	Tell	kids	that,	while	
listening	at	home,	they’re	to	first	 look	at	the	kanji,	then	turn	the	card	over	
and	check	the	first	letter	of	the	English	word;	this	is	to	help	reinforce	con-
cepts	from	the	just-completed	Alphabet	&	Calendar	homework.

	 9.	Enterquest:	The	 first	eight	questions	and	answers	are	 required	 in	 the	8th	
and	7th	Ranks.	Higher	questions	are	not	required,	but	 teachers	who	wish	
to	continue	the	activity	and	have	the	time	may	do	so.	When	a	question	has	
run	 its	 course	 (i.e.	 has	been	dropped	when	a	 new	question	 is	 added,	 as	
described	in	the	teacher’s	manual),	all	students	may	color	 in	that	number	
on	their	progress	chart.

	10.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	
other	as	well.

	 •	 Quick	Response	Questions:	And	 challenge	 students	 to	make	 questions	
as	well.

	 •	 Qwestion-ables:	Prep	with	 flashcards,	 then	use	sheets.	See	manual	 for	
details.
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6th Rank Requirements

Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Blue	Verb	Cards:	There	are	two	requirements.
	 •	 Plain	 form:	 Spot-tested.	 Complete	 this	 requirement	 before	 beginning	

elective	requirements	#1	or	#2.
	 •	 Past	 tense:	Covered	after	plain	 form	 is	

learned.	 Divide	 verbs	 into	 categories	
(strong	 vs.	 weak,	 patterns	 of	 sounds,	
etc.).	Spot-tested.

	 2.	Yellow	 Verb	 Cards:	 Learn	 past	 tense	 of	
25	 verbs.	 Divide	 verbs	 into	 categories	
(strong	vs.	weak,	patterns	of	sounds,	etc.).	Spot-tested.

	 3.	Date	&	holiday	sentences:	Learn	 to	make	sentences	 for	dates,	birthdays,	
and	major	international	&	Japanese	holidays;	e.g.	“Christmas	is	December	
25th.”	 Reinforce	with	 20-second	 game	with	 playing	 cards,	 PLS	Calendar	
Date	Cards,	Stand	Up	Sit	Down	game	for	birthdays,	etc.	Spot-tested.

	 4.	Vocabulary	Flashcards,	Set	5	(blue):	Learn	nouns	etc.	from	32	cards,	some	
with	more	than	one	word.	Also	review	prior	vocabulary	flashcard	sets.	Pass	
as	a	group	once	students	have	received	sufficient	exposure	to	vocabulary.

	 5.	Speech:	You	may	choose	 from	several	30–60-second	 individual	progress	
sheets	 for	 self-introduction,	 parent,	 pet,	 etc.,	 speeches.	 Fill-in	 outlines	
also	available.	Prepare	for	speeches	with	Speak	‘n	Sit,	or	let	an	expanded	
Speak	‘n	Sit	fulfill	requirement.	Thorough	individual	test.

Phonics, Reading, and Writing

	 1.	3-letter	words:	There	are	four	requirements.
	 •	 Red	 set:	Spot-test	 individually,	 requiring	 100%	English	 reading	 accura-

cy	but	allowing	some	 leeway	 for	slower	kids	on	providing	 the	Japanese	
meaning.	(Exception:	Japanese	mistakes	that	indicate	phonic	confusion;	
e.g.,	“cut”	vs.	“cat.”)

	 •	 Phonic	Puzzles	for	red	set:	Complete	first	half	of	workbook	(to	page	10).	
Completion	fulfills	rank	requirement.

	 •	 Yellow	set:	Same	requirement	as	red	set.
	 •	 Phonic	Puzzles	for	yellow	set:	Completing	second	half	of	workbook	fulfills	

requirement.
	 2.	Family	&	Friends:	Completion	of	writing	workbook	fulfills	requirement.
	 3.	Dictation:	 In-class	 dictation	 (capital	 and	 lowercase),	 calling	 first	 letter	

	 •	 Past	 tense:	Covered	after	plain	 form	 is	
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names,	then	phonic	sounds.	By	nature	a	thorough	individual	test,	but	slow-
er	kids	may	pass	with	at	least	80%	accuracy.	Use	“Teacher’s	Dictation	Re-
cord	Sheet”.

Non-Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Question/Answer	Set	A:	Successfully	completed	homework	fulfills	require-
ment.	 Reinforce	 with	 20	 Second	Ask/Answer	 team	 game,	 ‘U’	 Game,	 Hot	
Seat	and	Quick	Queues.	At	home	kids	listen	while	looking	first	at	the	picture	
cards,	and	then	(if	 they	wish)	at	 the	English	reading	cards.	See	students’	
homework	sheet	 for	details.	 (We	 recommend	using	English	Q/A	cards	as	
backs	 for	 the	 picture	 cards	 for	 post-homework-check	 game	 or	 for	 pair-
practice,	to	be	read	after	practicing	with	picture	side	first.)	Q/A	A	is	followed	
by	a	‘finishers’	homework	plan;	with	this,	kids	use	English	reading	cards	for	
D/E	A,	D/E	B,	and	Q/A	A.

	 2.	Student-centering	activities:	Zones,	TA	system,	Speed	Roll,	Greet	Sheets,	
etc.;	used	at	teacher’s	discretion.	Students	may	color	in	progress	chart	for	
this	item	at	or	near	end	of	rank.

	 3.	Locactions	A:	Steps	1–3.	Play	for	a	cumulative	total	of	around	24	weeks.
	 4.	 Intermediate	Lies:	Complete	elective	requirement	#5,	then	play	this	game	

for	a	cumulative	total	of	around	12	weeks.	This	activity	will	continue	in	the	
5th Rank.

Elective Requirements

	 1.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	
others	as	well.	Complete	this	after	blue	verb	cards	(plain	form)	and	elective	
#2.

	 •	 PCC	#2:	Pair	work	with	–ing	responses	for	the	entire	card.
	 •	 Nakayoshi	 ●	 cards	 (yellow):	 –ing	 sentences	 like	 “The	 girl	 is	 painting	 a	

picture.”
	 •	 PCC	#2:	Pair	work	with	past	tense	responses	for	top	third	of	card.	
	 •	 Verb	Attack:	Play	game	using	–ing	or	past	tense	sentences.
	 2.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	

others	 as	 well.	 Complete	 this	 after	 blue	 verb	 cards	 (plain	 form),	 before	
elective	requirement	#1.

	 •	 PCC	#1:	Pair	work	with	–ing	responses	for	the	entire	card.
	 •	 Nakayoshi	●	cards	(red):	–ing	sentences	like	“The	girl	is	running.”
	 •	 Blue	Verb	Cards:	–ing	sentences.	Spot-tested.
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	 •	 Verb	Attack:	Play	game	using	–ing	sentences.
	 3.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	

other	as	well.
	 •	 Class	Info	Game:	Play	the	game	for	12–24	weeks.
	 •	 PIC	 #1:	After	 some	 weeks	 of	 PIC	 1	 done	 horizontally	 (cumulating	 in	 a	

spot-test),	have	kids	either	do	picture	side	vertically,	or	switch	to	reading	
from	the	back	of	the	card	(which	the	class	will	pass	as	a	group	when	the	
teacher	judges	they	have	reached	sufficient	proficiency).

	 4.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	
other	as	well.

	 •	 Family	 Tree:	 Over	 a	 number	 of	 weeks,	 students	 fill	 in	 the	 Family	 Tree	
sheet	at	home.	In	class,	play	games	practicing	possessive	pronouns	and	
adjectives,	e.g.,	 “He’s	my	grandfather,”	 “She’s	his	aunt,”	etc.	Push	kids	
to	 extend	 their	 family	 trees	 beyond	 their	 immediate	 families	 to	 include	
aunts,	 uncles,	 grandparents,	 etc.	 See	 explanation	 that	 accompanies	
Family	Tree	sheet.

	 •	 Nakayoshi	▲:	Say	sentences	like,	“The	cat	is	under	the	table,”	etc.	Good	
reinforcement	for	Locactions.	Individual	spot-test.

	 5.	Elective:	play	at	least	one	of	the	following	for	around	24	weeks.	If	time	al-
lows,	cover	the	others	as	well.	Complete	this	requirement	before	beginning	
Intermediate	Lies.

	 •	 Elementary	Openers:	Aim	to	finish	all	categories	on	cue	sheet.
	 •	 Elementary	Lies:	Aim	to	finish	all	categories	on	cue	sheet.
	 •	 Grammar-ettes
	 6.	Elective:	play	at	least	one	of	the	following	for	around	12	weeks.	If	time	al-

lows,	cover	the	others	as	well.
	 •	 “If...”	Game:	Aim	to	cover	at	least	categories	1–2.
	 •	 “If...	Say...”	Game:	Aim	to	cover	at	least	categories	1–2.
	 •	 “May	We	Sit	Down?”	Game:	Students	must	meet	teacher’s	criteria	to	sit.	

“Yes,	girls	with	short	hair	may	sit.”	“Yes,	third	graders	may	sit.”	“Yes,	stu-
dents	who	don’t	like	green	peppers	may	sit,”	etc.
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5th Rank Requirements

Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Green	Verb	Cards:	There	are	two	requirements.
	 •	 Plain	form:	Spot-tested.
	 •	 Past	 tense:	Covered	after	plain	form	is	

learned.	 Divide	 verbs	 into	 categories	
(strong	 vs.	 weak,	 patterns	 of	 sounds,	
etc.).	Spot-tested.

	 2.	Vocabulary	 Flashcards,	 Set	 6	 (green):	
Learn	 nouns	 etc.	 from	 32	 cards,	 some	
with	 more	 than	 one	 word.	 Also	 review	
past	vocabulary	flashcard	sets.	Pass	as	a	group.

	 3.	Numbers	 to	 10,000:	 Use	 unsequenced	 flashcards.	 Translate	 both	 ways.	
Group	test.

	 4.	Phonic	Chart	#5:	Learn	blends	and	digraphs;	reinforce	with	Blend/Digraph	
cards.	Play	“Crowns”	game.	Thorough	individual	test.

	 5.	Basic	Reading	Cards,	set	1:	These	support	and	reinforce	the	Question/An-
swer	Set	B	workbooks	and	the	Oxford	Reading	Tree	stage	2	readers	(both	
4th	Rank	 requirements).	Students	must	 read	and	 comprehend	 the	 cards.	
Spot-tested.

	 6.	Dictation:	3-letter	words,	red	set:	Use	“Teacher’s	Dictation	Record	Sheet”.	
Effectively	a	thorough	individual	test.

Non-Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Pera-Pera	Daruma:	Properly	done	homework	fulfills	requirement.	Encour-
age	children	to	both	look	at	the	pictures	and	read	the	printed	words	on	their	
Daruma	 sheets	 as	 they	 listen	 to	 the	 CD;	 however,	 the	 in-class	 check	 is	
picture-based,	not	reading-based.	May	be	assigned	concurrently	with	Q/A	
finisher	review	homework	sheet.	(Students	are	likely	to	start,	but	might	not	
finish,	Question/Answer	Set	B	during	this	rank.)

	 2.	Sounds	of	English:	Complete	second	half	of	Sounds	of	English	workbook	
(page	24	to	end).	Completion	fulfills	requirement.

	 3.	 Intermediate	Lies:	Continued	from	the	6th	Rank.	Play	for	a	cumulative	total	
of	around	24	weeks.

	 4.	Student-centering	activities:	Zones,	TA	system,	Speed	Roll,	Greet	Sheets,	
etc.;	used	at	teacher’s	discretion.	Students	may	color	in	progress	chart	for	
this	item	at	or	near	end	of	rank.

	 •	 Past	 tense:	Covered	after	plain	form	is	
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	 5.	Q/A	B	Cue	Cards:	Play	 game	 to	 reinforce	Question/Answer	Set	B	home-
work,	 once	 students	 have	 begun	 that	 homework	 set.	Students	may	 color	
this	 box	 at	 or	 near	 end	 of	 rank,	 or	 upon	 completion	 of	 Q/B	 homework,	
whichever	comes	first.

	 6.	Locactions	A:	Steps	4–6.	Play	for	a	cumulative	total	of	around	24	weeks.

Elective Requirements

	 1.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	
others	as	well.

	 •	 Anoccuverb	 Bingo:	 Play	 for	 around	 12	weeks,	 practicing	 either	 –ing	 or	
past	tense.

	 •	 PCC	#1	or	#2:	Pair	work	with	past	tense	responses	for	entire	card.	Given	
time,	do	both	cards	in	the	course	of	the	rank.

	 •	 Nakayoshi	●	cards	(blue	&	green):	–ing	sentences	like	“The	girl	is	paint-
ing	a	picture.”

	 2.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	
other	as	well.

	 •	 PIC	#2:	After	some	weeks	of	PIC	#2	done	horizontally,	have	kids	switch	
to	reading	from	the	back	of	the	card.

	 •	 Class	Info	Game:	Play	the	game	for	around	12	weeks.
	 3.	Elective:	 complete	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following.	 If	 time	allows,	 cover	 the	

other	as	well.
	 •	 Peer	 Talk:	 Use	 as	 in-class	 practice	 for	 Lobby	 English,	 or	 carry	 out	 in	

lobby	before	class.
	 •	 Greet	Sheets:	Use	for	Lobby	English	in	lieu	of	the	fixed	Peer	Talk	ques-

tions.
	 4.	Elective:	play	at	least	one	of	the	following	for	around	12	weeks.	If	time	al-

lows,	do	the	other	as	well.
	 •	 Supply	the	Adjective
	 •	 Adjectives	for	Sentence-Making
	 5.	Elective:	do	at	 least	one	of	 the	 following	 for	around	12	weeks.	 If	 time	al-

lows,	do	the	other	as	well.
	 •	 Quick	Response	Questions:	All	question	categories.
	 •	 Qwestionables	cards/sheets:	Flash	cards,	then	use	sheets	to	play	games.	

Sheets	are	effectively	spot-tested:	kids	progress	 individually,	but	not	all	
numbers	need	be	checked	off	on	all	kids’	sheets.
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4th Rank Requirements

Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Phonic	 Chart	 #6:	 Play	 the	 Phonic	 Chart	 #6	 game,	 featuring	 spelling	 of	
words.	Thorough	individual	test.

	 2.	Dictation:	3-letter	words,	yellow	set:	Use	
“Teacher’s	 Dictation	 Record	 Sheet”.	 Ef-
fectively	a	thorough	individual	test.

	 3.	Basic	 Reading	 Cards,	 set	 2:	 Read	 and	
comprehend.	Spot-test.

	 4.	Time	 Variation	 Challenge:	 Read	 Clock	
Cards	as,	e.g.	 “It’s	quarter	past	 five”	or	
“It’s	 ten	 till	 three”,	etc.	Passing	grade	 is	12	cards	 in	30	seconds	 (20	sec-
onds	for	more	advanced	students).

Non-Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Question/Answer	Set	B:	Successfully	completed	homework	fulfills	require-
ment.	Classes	whose	reading	and	writing	is	strong	enough	should	use	the	
Question/Answer	 Set	 B	 Workbooks	 as	 they	 proceed	 through	 the	 home-
work.	(Students	will	 follow	Q/A	B	with	a	 ‘finishers’	review	homework	plan;	
with	it,	they	will	use	the	English	reading	cards	from	the	Daily	Expressions	
and	 Question/Answer	 sets.	 They	 are	 then	 likely	 to	 begin	 the	 Ormandy’s	
Opposites	Part	A	listening	homework	and	workbook	while	still	in	this	rank.)

	 2.	Oxford	Reading	Tree,	Stage	2	“First	Phonics”:	Completion	of	six	books	 in	
set	fulfills	requirement.	Can	be	assigned	using	the	Super	Homework	Sheet.	
Equivalent-level	readers	may	be	substituted,	with	office	OK.

	 3.	Q/A	B	Cue	Cards:	Play	 game	 to	 reinforce	Question/Answer	Set	B	home-	
work.	Students	may	color	this	box	upon	completion	of	Q/B	homework.

	 4.	Reinforce	homework,	review	prior	rank	 items,	or	expand	upon	homework:	
First	priority	is	homework	reinforcement	for	classes	who	struggle;	next	is	to	
review	items	from	prior	rank	which	are	not	naturally	reviewed	in	this	rank;	
next	is	to	expand	communicative	possibilities	based	on	homework	content.

	 5.	Locactions	B:	Play	game	for	around	24	cumulative	weeks.
	 6.	Ango	Eigo:	Play	game	boards	in	boy-girl	order,	i.e.	Taro	&	Koji	1,	then	Miho	

&	Tomomi	1;	Taro	&	Koji	2,	then	Miho	&	Tomomi	2;	etc.	Classes	with	excep-
tionally	strong	reading	and	writing	skills	may	also	be	challenged	to	use	the	
Ango	Eigo	workbook.	 In-class	completion	of	all	12	game	boards	satisfies	
rank	requirement.

	 2.	Dictation:	3-letter	words,	yellow	set:	Use	



— 126 —

PLS CLaSSeS

Elective Requirements

	 1.	Elective:	 do	 at	 least	 one	 of	 the	 following	 self-expression	 activities	 for	
around	12	weeks.	If	time	allows,	cover	the	others	as	well.	Continues	in	the	
3rd	Rank.

	 •	 Speak	’n	Sit
	 •	 Speeches:	Tested	individually.
	 •	 Intro-bits
	 2.	Elective:	do	at	 least	one	of	 the	 following	 for	around	24	weeks.	 If	 time	al-

lows,	cover	the	other	as	well.
	 •	 Peer	Talk
	 •	 Greet	Sheets
	 3.	Elective:	do	at	 least	one	of	 the	 following	 for	around	24	weeks.	 If	 time	al-

lows,	cover	the	other	as	well.
	 •	 Quick	Response	Questions
	 •	 Qwestionables	sheets
	 4.	Elective:	play	at	least	one	of	the	following	for	around	12	weeks.	If	time	al-

lows,	do	the	other	as	well.
	 •	 PIC	#3
	 •	 Class	Info	Game
	 5.	Elective:	play	at	least	one	of	the	following	for	around	12	weeks.	If	time	al-

lows,	do	the	other	as	well.
	 •	 Grammar-ettes
	 •	 Intermediate	Lies
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3rd Rank Requirements

Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Math	QRQs:	Quick	Response	Questions	
using	English	word	problems.

	 2.	Telephone	 Dialogues:	 Flash	 cards,	 play	
dialogue	game,	culminate	 in	a	 real	 tele-
phone	call	test	for	each	student.

	 3.	Family	 Cards:	 Review	 cards	 1–22	 and	
learn	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 set.	 Discuss	 stu-
dents’	extended	families.	Spot-test.

Non-Tested Rank Requirements

	 1.	Ormandy’s	 Opposites:	 Successfully	 completed	 listening	 homework	 and	
workbook	 fulfills	 requirement.	 (Students	 are	 then	 likely	 to	 begin	 Trialogs	
while	still	in	this	rank.)

	 2.	Beyond	 Daily	 Expressions:	 Successfully	 completed	 workbook	 fulfills	 re-
quirement.

	 3.	Oxford	Reading	Tree,	stage	2	“First	Phonics”:	Completion	of	six	books	 in	
set	fulfills	requirement.

	 4.	Reinforce	homework,	review	prior	rank	 items,	or	expand	upon	homework:	
First	priority	is	homework	reinforcement	for	classes	who	struggle;	next	is	to	
review	items	from	prior	rank	which	are	not	naturally	reviewed	in	this	rank;	
next	is	to	expand	communicative	possibilities	based	on	homework	content.

	 5.	Nice	To	Meet	You:	Follow-through	 for	Trialogs	and	other	 learnt	questions	
and	expressions.	Use	the	game	to	role-play	meeting	English	speakers	and	
making	 small	 talk.	 Skills	 reinforced	 include	 introducing	 oneself,	 shaking	
hands,	smiling,	and	eye	contact.	Use	NTMY	flashcards	and	encourage	kids	
to	use	Trialogs	for	further	conversation	possibilities.	Students	may	color	in	
for	playing	the	game	in	this	rank;	the	activity	continues	into	the	next	rank	
as	well.

Elective Requirements

	 1.	Elective:	do	at	least	one	of	the	following,	continuing	from	4th	Rank.	If	time	
allows,	cover	the	others	as	well.

	 •	 Speeches:	Tested	individually.
	 •	 Speak	’n	Sit
	 •	 Intro-bits

	 1.	Math	QRQs:	Quick	Response	Questions	
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	 2.	Elective:	play	at	least	one	of	the	following	for	around	12	weeks.	If	time	al-
lows,	do	the	other	as	well.

	 •	 PIC	#4:	Tested	as	a	group.
	 •	 Class	Info	Game
	 2.	 Elective:	cover	at	least	one	of	the	following	for	around	12	weeks.	If	time	

allows,	cover	the	other	as	well.
	 •	 Roman	numerals:	use	Roman	Numeral	flashcards.	Teach	when	and	how	

these	are	used:	years,	movie	sequels,	lists,	etc.	Spot-tested.
	 •	 Foreign	currency:	Count,	make	change,	use	in	shopping	role	plays.	Pos-

sible	currency	to	use:	pounds,	euros,	dollars,	won,	yuan,	etc.	Spot-test-
ed.

	 3.	Elective:	 cover	at	 least	 one	of	 the	 following	 for	 around	12	weeks.	 If	 time	
allows,	cover	the	others	as	well.

	 •	 Numbers	to	1,000,000:	Spot-tested.
	 •	 Multiplication	Cards:	Spot-tested.
	 •	 Fraction	Cards:	Spot-tested.
	 5.	Elective:	do	at	 least	one	of	 the	 following	 for	around	12	weeks.	 If	 time	al-

lows,	do	the	other	as	well.
	 •	 Penmanship	 practice	 in	 notebooks:	 Use	 “My	 Writing	 and	 Penmanship	

Progress	Chart”	to	make	weekly	assignments.
	 •	 Notebook	writing:	Practice	writing	the	Daily	Expressions	to	focus	on	pho-

nics	and	spelling.
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2nd Rank Requirements

	 1.	Ormandy’s	 Opposites,	 Part	 B:	 Successful	 completion	 of	 listening	 home-
work	and	workbook	fulfills	requirement.

	 2.	Trialogs:	Pink,	yellow,	and	blue	sets	for	listening	homework,	checked	with	
in-class	game.	Continued	from	3rd	Rank.	
Pause	 Trialogs	 after	 the	 blue	 set	 to	 re-
turn	to	Opposites	and	complete	part	B.

	 3.	Oxford	Reading	Tree,	Stage	4:	Comple-
tion	of	six	books	in	set	fulfills	requirement.

	 4.	Reinforce	 homework,	 review	 prior	 rank	
items,	 or	 expand	 upon	 homework:	 First	
priority	 is	 homework	 reinforcement	 for	 classes	 who	 struggle;	 next	 is	 to	
review	items	from	prior	rank	which	are	not	naturally	reviewed	in	this	rank;	
next	is	to	expand	communicative	possibilities	based	on	homework	content.

	 5.	Comparative	 Logic:	 Around	 36	 weeks	 of	 in-class	 game.	 Follow-through	
worksheets	are	optional	for	elementary	school	students.

	 6.	Nice	to	Meet	You:	Continue	activity	from	3rd	Rank.
	 7.	Prepositions	of	Time	and	Place:	Begin	with	 flashcards	kids	already	know	

(Calendar	Cards,	Clock	Cards,	etc.),	then	begin	to	use	the	PTP	cards.	Kids	
classify	words	according	to	the	preposition	used	(in	/	on	/	at).

	 8.		Shopaholics:
	 •	 Step	1:	Prepare	with	‘Shopaholics	Phrases	#1’	(use	card	#2	instead	with	

advanced	classes;	add	card	#3	for	an	even	higher	challenge).
	 •	 Step	2:	Play	the	game,	level	1:	teacher	assumes	all	shopkeeper	roles.
	 •	 Step	3:	Play	game,	level	2:	each	student	takes	one	shopkeeper	card.
	 •	 Step	4:	Pair	work,	all	going	simultaneously.
	 •	 Step	5:	Students	brainstorm	and	write	dialogues	with	teacher	guidance,	

then	role-play	them	in	class.
	 9.	Colored	 Word	 Cubes:	 Guided	 self-expression,	 using	 the	 easiest	 cubes	

(those	with	no	colored	divot	in	the	corner	of	the	pink	face).	Follow-through	
writing	assignments	 in	notebooks	are	optional	 for	elementary	school	 stu-
dents.

	10.	Elective:	play	at	least	one	of	the	following	for	around	12	weeks.	If	time	al-
lows,	do	the	other	as	well.

	 •	 PIC	#5:	Tested	as	a	group.
	 •	 Class	Info	Game

in-class	game.	Continued	from	3rd	Rank.	
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1st Rank Requirements

	 1.	Trialogs:	Green	set	or	higher	for	listening	homework,	checked	with	in-class	
game.	Follows	Opposites	Part	B.	Continue	into	junior	high	school.	

	 2.	Reinforce	homework,	review	prior	rank	 items,	or	expand	upon	homework:	
First	 priority	 is	 homework	 reinforcement	
for	classes	who	struggle;	next	is	to	review	
items	from	prior	rank	which	are	not	natu-
rally	 reviewed	 in	 this	 rank;	next	 is	 to	ex-
pand	 communicative	 possibilities	 based	
on	homework	content.	

	 3.	JHS-level	 CC	 Cards:	 Guided	 communi-
cation,	using	the	pink	‘Junior	high	school	–	year	1	level’	cards,	both	gram-
mar	and	themed.	

	 4.	Colored	Word	Cubes:	Guided	 self-expression,	 using	 cubes	with	 a	 yellow	
divot	(or	no	colored	divot)	in	the	corner	of	the	pink	face.

	 5.	Gem	Hunters.	This	game	 focuses	on	 the	 following,	 in	preparation	 for	 the	
first	year	of	junior	high	school:

	 •	 I	am,	you	are,	this	is,	that	is,	she	is,	he	is,	there	is,	there	are,	etc.
	 •	 3rd	 person	 singular	 present	 tense	 (affirmative,	 negative,	 question)	 in-

cluding	“can”	
	 •	 Interrogatives,	personal	pronouns
	 •	 Plain	present	tense	(affirmative,	negative,	question)
	 •	 Present	progressive	 tense	(affirmative,	negative,	question)	•	Past	 tense	

(affirmative,	negative,	question)	

Reading and Writing Requirements

	 1.	Oxford	Reading	Tree,	Stage	5:	Completing	set	of	six	books	fulfills	require-
ment.	Other	books	of	equivalent	level	may	be	substituted	with	management	
approval.	(Possible	substitute	readers	include	Easy	True	Stories,	etc.)

	 2.	Words	Words	Words:	 Successfully	 completing	 book	 for	 homework	 fulfills	
requirement.	 Worksheets	 and	 the	 ‘picture	 hunt’	 assignment	 are	 optional	
for	 elementary	 school	 students.	 (When	 finished,	 also	pause	Trialogs	and	
move	 to	Opposites,	Part	B.	Students	are	 likely	not	 to	 finish	Opposites	 till	
1st	Rank.)

	 3.	Journals:	Written	e.g.	weekly,	using	the	two-notebook	system.
	 4.	Cursive	writing:	Practiced	in	notebooks,	in	class,	then	as	homework.

First	 priority	 is	 homework	 reinforcement	
for	classes	who	struggle;	next	is	to	review	


