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Korectable ABCs

 Neat writing is one core tenet of our system. Just as 
we always require students’ best pronunciation efforts when 
speaking, we challenge them to form near-perfect English let-
ters when writing. The Korectable ABCs workbook is our stu-
dents’ first step on their way to excellent penmanship.

 Getting Started in Class 

 Before class starts, draw straight lines on the board, thus:

 In the lesson, focus students’ attention on the board and painstakingly 
write the letter ‘A’. Your ‘good example’ will have both legs on the line, its peak 
will touch the top line, it will be well-formed and symmetrical, and its cross-bar 
will be perfectly horizontal and not poke out either side. Beam with pride at your 
achievement, to let kids know that this letter ‘A’ is a good one.

 Next, write a few ‘bad examples’, each of which will fail to do one of the 
things above: e.g., in one example, one leg will be above the line, the other 
penetrating through it; in another, the peak will be either too high or too low; et 
cetera. For each, ask, e.g., “And is this okay?” to which kids should reply with 
a chorus of “No!”

 Hand out the workbooks and turn to page 1, which is titled “Pre ‘Korect-
able ABCs’”. Each student will need a sharp pencil; also, place several eras-
ers within their reach. For the letter ‘A’ only, get them to emulate your flawless 
model. Each, having produced what they think is their best effort at an ‘A’, will 
hand you their book for inspection. You will check that each student has written 
the letter as neatly as they possibly can (several students’ attempts will have 
to be erased and redone).

 Move on to ‘B’ and repeat the same procedure. Continue in this fashion, 
demonstrating letter height, stroke order, common mistakes to avoid, and stan-
dards of neatness. Require best efforts before moving on to the next letter. The 
kids will soon get used to the tough, but attainable, demands and enjoy trying 
to meet them. Always emphasize neatness, especially writing precisely on the 
line. This is an easy rule to prove the violation of, and an easy error to correct. 

 lines on the board, thus:

なまえ

ねんれい

NAME
AGE
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It puts across the idea of carefulness and is something every second grader 
can do if she or he tries. 

 We budget about five minutes of class time per lesson for the activity, 
which isn’t enough time to complete the whole page in one session, so collect 
the workbooks once the allocated time has run out and hang onto them for re-
distribution the next week. In this way, we spread the initial writing practice of 
the entire capital alphabet over a few weeks.

 (A couple of months later, when students embark on the small letters, 
we repeat this introductory process; at that time, students learn that there are 
some letters with ‘descenders’: part of the letter goes below the line. Our ‘good/
bad examples’ on the board will show how these are to be written.)

Korectables as Homework

 Once a class has completed the “Pre-Korectable” page after a few weeks 
of in-class practice, have them turn to the instructions page at the front of the 
book. Point out the following rules for doing the homework:

 • They are to use a sharp pencil.
 • They are to write precisely on the line.
 • They are to copy all of the letters of the alphabet. But some of the sam-

ples have mistakes! These are to be corrected when transcribed.
 • They are to check their answers against the answer pages at the back of 

the workbook. Mistakes are to be erased and rewritten using a different 
color of pencil lead. Correct answers are not to be festooned with flowery 
circles (a Japanese practice that we discourage, as it both clutters the 
page and may obscure an uncorrected error).

 Assign one page of the workbook per week for homework. Each contains 
several errors, such as backward or upside-down letters, for the students to 
find and correct at home. These errors serve to pique the kids’ interest, in-
crease the focus of their attention, and prod them to think critically about what 
they’re writing, thus providing a kind of learning feedback.

 To check the homework, on each student’s page, we write two grades in 
the boxes at the bottom: a neatness score (generally from A to C–) and a nu-
merical score out of 26 for correct letter shapes. (Most students will get 26 in 
most weeks.) Those who have corrected their own errors should be praised, 
while those who fail to do so should be exhorted to comply—our goal, in addi-
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tion to student-centering the process, is to reduce time spent in class on cor-
rections. Finally, we lightly circle, in pencil, two or three (at most) infractions, 
give some quick feedback, then move onto the next student’s sheet. If we do 
this efficiently, we can keep all the students busy. Once a student has erased 
and rewritten the letters we’ve marked, they hand the book back to be re-ex-
amined. Those whose pages are deemed acceptable help those still writing, or 
do an independent study activity such as Team Challenge Lite.

 Each page is followed by a duplicate page. Not all students will complete 
all duplicate pages: have a student repeat the same page the next week when-
ever it hasn’t been done to your satisfaction, with regards to both correctness 
and neatness. There are also extra blank pages at the back of the book, where 
students can be assigned to practice writing their names, or to do other writing 
practice, at your discretion.

 Our decision on when to start writing will be influenced by student level 
and age (the older students are, the more urgency there is to get started). As a 
rule, though, we begin the capital ABC pages (an 8th Rank homework require-
ment) about three months before we anticipate a class will pass into the 7th 
Rank. The lowercase pages of the same workbook are a 7th Rank requirement, 
but in any case should immediately follow the capitals, regardless of rank. This 
workbook precedes the Sounds of English workbook, which students will start 
in the 7th Rank, so any delay in beginning Korectables leads to later delays in 
phonics and reading instruction. 

Notes

 • If a child’s homework efforts start to slip, you can have her turn to the “Pre-
Korectable” page at the start—written to exacting standards of neatness 
under your eagle eye in class—as evidence of prior high achievement. Tell 
her, “Well, I know you can write this well when you try, so...”

 • When correcting the homework, use English to explain what’s wrong, but be 
aware that visual examples will be easier to understand than verbal expla-
nations. As you explain, write examples of correct and incorrect letters on 
the board (many students will make similar errors, so all will benefit from 
seeing correct models) and contrast them to provide clear guidance of how 
you expect students to write. Over time, the students will learn the terms you 
use when giving feedback (“this is not on the line”, “make this part rounder”, 
etc.), and you can rely less on handwritten models on the board.


