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Kids’ Classroom English (KCE) Cards

 These cards are used to teach and reinforce a number of English phras-
es that are useful in and out of the classroom. Including these cards in your 
classes will help your students comprehend and 
produce a wider range of functional, natural Eng-
lish in appropriate situations. 

 To prepare, select a set of three or four KCE 
cards which include phrases you plan to teach, di-
vide the class into two teams, and give a counter 
to one student in each team. (The point-scoring 
system is the same as the Quick Response Ques-
tions game.) Like other activities, start with the 
easiest phrases, which are numbered with pink circles; as 
weeks go by and the class masters these, gradually move onto the more dif-
ficult yellow, blue and green phrases.

Procedure

 1. Show the Japanese side of a card and say the number of one of the phras-
es.	(It’s	best	to	mix	up	the	numerical	order—if	you	just	go	down	the	list	in	
order,	students	will	guess	the	next	phrase	and	blurt	out	answers	early.)

 2. Students race to say the phrase in English. We award a point to the team of 
the fastest student to respond correctly. Incorrectly pronounced or shouted 
answers do not earn points. If several students say the phrase at the same 
time	we	can	award	points	to	each	of	their	teams,	or	‘cheat	fairly’	and,	pre-
tending to have heard some earlier than others, give a point to the team(s) 
with the lowest current total.

 3. Once points are awarded, have the kids give you group output (Teacher-
Students-Teacher) of the English phrase. This is an important step to en-
sure every student has practice saying the phrase, ensuring all benefit 
from	the	activity,	not	just	those	who	are	already	the	strongest	at	it.

 4. Continue with other phrases, periodically returning to those students had 
trouble with.

 5. Once the students have had sufficient practice with the targeted phrases 
on	one	card,	move	onto	the	next	card	you	plan	to	teach	that	day.

	 6.	Continue	for	four	minutes	or	so,	then	announce,	“Time’s	up!”,	ask	teams	for	
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their points total, and praise all for their participation in the activity.

 Encourage students to use the phrases at appropriate times throughout 
the remainder of the lesson:

	 •	 The	purpose	 is	 to	reinforce	what	 they	have	 learned	and	accustom	them	
to using the phrases functionally.

	 •	 This	requires	a	certain	amount	of	alertness	and	willfulness	from	the	teach-
er. When a situation arises where students could use the phrase, ensure 
they	produce	 it	before	moving	on.	For	example,	 if	you’ve	practiced	say-
ing,	“It’s	your	turn”	(General	Statements	-	A,	number	6),	then,	when	you	
play Bingo, do not request, but require them to use this during the game.

	 •	 Teachers	 can	 also	 create	 situations	 in	 which	 phrases	 will	 have	 to	 be	
used:	 for	example,	by	placing	 items	out	of	students’	 reach	we	can	elicit	
phrases	such	as,	“Please	pass	the	eraser.”

	 •	 In	some	cases,	students	may	need	to	do	a	bit	of	acting:	for	example,	after	
you have taught the green phrases on the Physical Condition card (“I hurt 
my	back”,	“I	hit	my	elbow”,	“I	scraped	my	knee”,	etc.)	the	students	could	
pretend	to	sustain	an	injury	while	doing	another	activity.	(Waiting	for	real	
injuries	to	occur	won’t	give	timely	practice;	actually	causing	 injuries	just	
for language practice is, for some reason, frowned upon.)

	 • Those who produce phrases without prompting from us are singled out 
for special praise, to encourage all to proactively use, whenever pos-
sible, the English they know.

	 Keep	 detailed	 notes	 of	 which	 phrases	 you	 have	 taught	 and	 the	 class’s	
proficiency with each. When they master a phrase, drop it from the KCE activity 
(while	requiring	its	use	in	appropriate	situations	in	class)	and	introduce	higher-
level sentences.

	 Requiring	 classroom	English	 in	apt	 situations	 is	a	great	way	 to	get	 your	
students	using	English	 functionally.	Use	KCE	cards	 to	expand	your	 students’	
range	of	useful	expressions	and	you’ll	have	natural	English	buzzing	around	the	
classroom	in	no	time.	Try	them	out	soon!


