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Unit 1
Basic Medium Hard

 • There are more questions on this cue sheet than you are likely to need. Feel free to pick and choose.
	 ‣	 The	questions	 follow	chronological	order	 in	 the	story/dialogue,	so	asking	 them	 in	order	will	make	 things	

easier for the students.
 • “Basic” questions simply ask students to recall details of the plot.
	 •	 “Medium”	questions	feature	more	challenging	grammar,	or	require	some	interpretation	of	the	plot.
	 •	 “Hard”	questions	 require	 interpretation	or	broad	 rephrasing.	Some	are	 less	questions	 than	conversation	

starters.
	 ‣	 For	“Medium”	and	“Hard”	questions,	encourage	students	not	to	simply	quote	passages	of	text	to	you.	They	

should	summarize,	paraphrase	or	quote	selectively.
	 •	 Many	questions	use	pronouns;	after	the	pronoun,	there	is	a	proper	noun	in	parentheses.	If	you	are	reading	

out	the	questions	sequentially,	use	the	pronouns.	If	you	are	skipping	around,	you	may	need	to	use	the	proper	
nouns instead.

	 •	 Sample	answers	are	given	below.	Students	may	phrase	their	answers	differently.
	 ‣	 There	are	no	sample	answers	for	“Hard”	questions,	since	these	are	open-ended.

	 •	 The	questions	below	are	in	the	present	tense	through	Unit	7;	they	switch	to	past	tense	starting	with	Unit	8.
	 ‣	 The	units	in	the	workbook	also	avoid	the	present	tense	until	Unit	8.

What’s	the	title	of	the	unit?
What a Day!

What	time	does	Mio	wake	up?
Seven o’clock.

Is	she	(Mio)	late?
Yes, she is.

What	does	she	(Mio)	do	first?
She gets dressed. / She hurries 
to get dressed.

What	is	on	the	table	at	breakfast?
A glass of milk.

What	spills	on	Mio’s	shirt?
Milk.

Were	her	(Mio’s)	keys	in	her	bag?
No, they weren’t.

Where	were	her	(Mio’s)	keys?
They were under the sofa.

What	must	she	(Mio)	do	at	the	
bus	stop?

Wait for the next bus.
Why	does	she	(Mio)	get	wet?

Because it starts to rain.
How	long	does	the	bus	take	to	
get	from	her	(Mio’s)	house	to	

What	does	“What	a	day!”	mean?
Tonda ichi nichi! / I had a bad 
day!

Who	does	Mio	have	breakfast	
with?

Her brother, Kazuki.
When	she	(Mio)	picks	up	the	
glass	of	milk,	what	does	he	
(Kazuki)	do?

He tries to take it.
Why	does	she	(Mio)	say,	“Look	at	
me”?

Because all the milk spilled on 
her shirt.

Where	does	she	(Mio)	look	for	
her	keys?

On the table, in her bag, and 
under the sofa.

Does	she	(Mio)	walk	to	the	bus	
stop?

No, she runs.
What	happens	at	the	bus	stop?

She misses the bus, and it 
starts to rain.

When	Mio	says,	“Look	at	me!”	at	
breakfast,	how	does	she	feel?

At	the	bus	stop,	why	does	she	
(Mio)	say,	“Oh,	no”?



school?
It takes thirty minutes.

What	is	Mio’s	classmate’s	name?
Her name is Aoi.

Where does Mio sit in the 
classroom?

Next to Aoi.
Did	Mio	do	her	homework?

Yes, she did.
Where	is	her	(Mio’s)	homework?

It’s at home.

What	do	Mio	and	Aoi	have	for	
lunch?

They have noodles.
Does	Mio	look	happy?

No, she doesn’t. / No, she looks 
sad.

What	does	Aoi	give	Mio?
A piece of candy.

What	does	she	(Mio)	say	to	her	
teacher	first?

“I’m sorry for being late.”

Why	does	the	teacher	get	angry	
with	Mio	and	Aoi?

Because they are talking.

Why	does	Aoi	give	Mio	some	
candy?

Because Mio looks sad.
Did	you	like	this	story?

When	she	(Mio)	opens	her	bag	in	
class,	what	does	she	find?

Why	do	you	think	she	(Mio)	is	sad	
at	lunch?

Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
story.

Note to teacher: For this 
and following “summarize” 
questions, it may be best to 
open it up to the entire group, 
not only a single student.

Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
dialogue.
What did you think of the story 
and	dialogue?

Unit 1 – continued
Basic Medium Hard

Unit 2
Basic Medium Hard

What’s	the	title	of	the	unit?
Detested Tests.

What	grade	are	Lisa	and	Tim	in?
The sixth grade.

Do	they	(Lisa	and	Tim)	like	to	
take	tests?

No, they don’t.
What	is	Lisa’s	worst	subject?

History.

What	subject	does	Tim	hate?
Math.

On	history	tests,	can	Lisa	answer	

What does “detested tests” 
mean?

Daikirai na shiken. / Tests that 
you really don’t like.

Why	doesn’t	Lisa	like	to	take	
history	tests?

Because history is her worst 
subject.

What	kind	of	tests	does	Tim	hate?



all	of	the	questions?
No, she can’t. She can only 
answer some.

What	happens	after	the	(Lisa’s)	
test?

She sometimes remembers 
other answers.

Can	Tim	finish	his	math	tests?
No, he can’t.

What	does	he	(Tim)	want	to	do?
Use his calculator. / Burn his 
test papers.

How	many	points	did	Lisa	get?
Fifty.

How	many	points	did	Tim	get?
Forty-five.

What	do	the	other	people	in	Tim’s	
class	always	do?

Finish their tests.

When	does	Lisa	feel	sad?
When she sees her classmates’ 
test scores.

How	many	points	did	Tim	get	on	
his	last	test?

Forty.
How	many	points	did	Lisa	get	on	
her	last	test?

Forty-two.

What does Tim say they should 
do	more?

Study.

Why	doesn’t	she	(Lisa)	want	to	
come	to	school?

Because she hates history 
tests… etc.

Why	does	Tim	want	more	time?
Because he can’t finish all the 
questions.

How	many	of	the	math	problems	
can	he	(Tim)	finish?

Sometimes only half.
What	does	his	(Tim’s)	teacher	do	
after	class?

She/he helps Tim.

Who	got	more	points	on	their	
test?	Tim	or	Lisa?

Lisa did.

Does	Lisa	hate	her	classmates?
Trick question: She says she 
does, but changes her mind.

Compared	to	last	time,	did	Lisa	
and	Tim	do	better	or	worse	on	
their	tests?

They did better.
How	can	they	(Lisa	and	Tim)	get	
better?

Study more. / Try. / Do their 
best.

Did	you	like	this	story?

How	does	Lisa	feel	on	test	days?

Why	does	Tim	want	to	burn	his	
test	papers?

What	does	he	(Tim)	say	about	
going	to	his	room?	Why?

Give	some	study	advice	to	Lisa	
and Tim.
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
story.
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
dialogue.
What did you think of the story 
and	dialogue?

Unit 2 – continued
Basic Medium Hard

Unit 3
Basic Medium Hard

What’s	the	title	of	the	unit?
A Gamer’s Life.

What’s	Mio’s	brother’s	name?
Kazuki.

What	does	“a	gamer’s	life”	mean?
Gēmu otaku no higoro. / The life 
of a person who loves games.

Is	Kazuki	older	or	younger	than	Mio?
He’s younger.



What	does	Kazuki	love?
Video games.

Most	days,	what	does	he	(Kazuki)	
do	after	school?

He plays games until bedtime.
Who	is	Rina?

Mio and Kazuki’s mother.

Does	Kazuki	listen	to	Rina	and	
Mio?

No, never.
What	is	Kazuki’s	favorite	game?

A fighting game.

What	is	the	secret	character?
A man with good weapons who 
can fight well.

How	long	did	he	(Kazuki)	play	the	
game	yesterday?

Over five hours.
What’s	Kazuki’s	friend’s	name?

Ryu.
Did	Kazuki	finish	his	homework?

No, he didn’t.
What	does	Kazuki	do	with	Ryu’s	
paper?

He copies all the answers onto 
his own paper.

Is	Rina	happy	with	Kazuki?
No, she’s angry.

Why	didn’t	he	(Kazuki)	get	a	good	
score	on	the	math	quiz?

Because he never does his 
homework.

What	does	Rina	say	about	video	
games?

She says Kazuki plays too 
much.

She	(Rina)	tells	him	(Kazuki)	to	
do	four	things.	What	are	they?

Finish all his homework before 
he plays games; don’t buy any 
new games; don’t play for too 
long; clean up his room.

What	do	Mio	and	Rina	want	
Kazuki	to	do?

Do his homework.

What	does	he	(Kazuki)	like	about	
the	fighting	game?

The characters are cool, it has 
many levels, etc.

What	does	he	(Kazuki)	know	the	
way	to	unlock?

A secret character.
Is	the	game	boring	to	him	
(Kazuki)?

No, never.

What	kind	of	homework	did	Ryu	
and	Kazuki	have?

World history homework.

Why	is	Rina	angry?
Because Kazuki got a seven on 
his math quiz.

Does	Kazuki’s	teacher	dislike	
him?

No. This is just Kazuki’s excuse.

Why	can’t	Kazuki	buy	any	new	
games?

He has too many old ones.
What’s	the	longest	he	(Kazuki)	
may	play	games	now?

One hour.
Is	his	(Kazuki’s)	room	clean?

No, it’s messy.
Did	you	like	this	story?

Is	Kazuki	a	good	student?

Why	doesn’t	he	(Kazuki)	do	his	
homework?

Do	you	think	he	(Kazuki)	plays	
video	games	for	too	long?

Why	does	he	(Kazuki)	copy	Ryu’s	
paper?

What	is	Kazuki’s	excuse	for	his	
low	score?

Do	you	think	Rina’s	punishment	
of	Kazuki	is	fair?
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
story.
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
dialogue.
What did you think of the story 
and	dialogue?

Unit 3 – continued
Basic Medium Hard



What’s	the	title	of	the	unit?
Bad Jokes.

Do	Lisa	and	Tim	live	in	the	same	
house?

No, but they live in the same 
town.

Do	they	(Lisa	and	Tim)	go	to	the	
same	school?

Yes, they do.
Are	they	(Lisa	and	Tim)	in	the	
same	grade?

Yes, they are.
Where	do	they	(Lisa	and	Tim)	sit	
in	class?

By each other.
What	do	they	(Lisa	and	Tim)	often	
do	after	class?

Play together.
Who	likes	sports?	Lisa	or	Tim?

Lisa.

Do	they	(Lisa	and	Tim)	usually	
play	outside?

No, inside.
Today,	where	are	they	(Lisa	and	
Tim)	watching	TV?

At Lisa’s house.

What	does	Lisa	say	about	the	
people	on	TV?

“Look at those fat people!”
Does	the	comedian	hurt	his	leg?

No, he hurts his hand.

Who	wants	to	change	the	
channel?

Tim does.

Who	thinks	the	heavy	comedians	
are	funny?

Lisa does.
Why does Tim need to call his 
mom?

Because he wants to go home.

What	does	“bad	jokes”	mean?
Omoshirokunai jōdan. / Jokes 
that are not funny.

Which	child	is	a	little	heavy,	Tim	
or	Lisa?

Tim is.

What do you call an entertainer 
who	makes	people	laugh?

A comedian.
What do the comedians do on 
TV?

Talk about becoming thin, then 
exercise in a funny way.

Lisa	says,	“This	show	is	great!”	
Does	Tim	agree?

No, he doesn’t.

Who	can’t	get	through	the	door?
A comedian on TV.

Why	do	Lisa	and	Tim	play	inside?

What	is	the	TV	show	about?

What	does	Lisa	like	about	the	TV	
show?
Have	you	seen	TV	shows	that	
make	jokes	about	heavy	people,	
or	people	that	are	different?
Why	does	Tim	want	to	watch	
another	show?

Unit 4
Basic Medium Hard



Why	does	he	(Tim)	want	to	go?
He doesn’t like something Lisa 
said.

Does	Lisa	say	she	is	sorry?
Yes, she does.

What	hurt	Tim’s	feelings?
Something Lisa said about the 
heavy comedians.

What	does	Lisa	promise	Tim?
Not to make any jokes like that 
again.

Did	you	like	this	story?

Do	you	think	the	things	Lisa	said	
were	funny?	Why	or	why	not?
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
story.
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
dialogue.
What did you think of the story 
and	dialogue?

Unit 4 – continued
Basic Medium Hard

Unit 5
Basic Medium Hard

What’s	the	title	of	the	unit?
Going Green.

What	has	Mio’s	family	started	to	
do?

Go green. / Become eco-
friendly.

What	do	Mio	and	Kazuki	do	when	
they	leave	a	room?

Turn off the lights.

When	does	Mio	set	the	heat	low?
On cold days.

What	does	she	(Mio)	tell	Kazuki	
to	do?

Put on a different shirt.
What	is	the	name	of	her	(Mio’s)	
favorite	shop?

Eco Fashion.

What	does	the	woman	in	Eco	
Fashion	always	do?

She says, “Hi!” to Mio.
What	does	Mio	ask	the	woman?

She asks which clothing looks 
best.

What’s	Mio’s	mother’s	name?
Rina.

Does	Rina	have	a	big	car?
No, she has a small car and a 
trailer.

What’s	the	name	of	Mio’s	friend?
Aoi.

What	does	“environmentalism”	
mean?

Being friendly to the Earth.

What	does	“going	green”	mean?
Eko ni narou. / Being nicer to 
the Earth.

Does	Kazuki	like	turning	off	the	
lights	when	he	leaves	a	room?

No, he complains.
What does Mio put around her 
neck	on	cold	days?

A muffler.
Why	does	Kazuki	feel	cold?

Because he’s wearing a thin 
T-shirt.

What’s	the	name	of	the	shop	
where	people	can	sell	old	
clothes?

Eco Fashion.

What	does	the	woman	in	Eco	
Fashion	sometimes	do?

She gives Mio advice about 
clothes.

Who	likes	going	green	better,	Mio	
or	Kazuki?

How	does	Mio	go	green	on	cold	
days?

Why	is	shopping	at	Eco	Fashion	
good	for	the	Earth?

Why	is	using	a	small	car	and	
trailer	good	for	the	Earth?



To	what	temperature	does	Mio’s	
family	set	the	heat	in	winter?

Between 18 and 21 degrees.

What	does	Mio	want	to	do	on	her	
next	vacation?

Take the train.
Does	Aoi	like	hot	springs?

Yes, she loves them.

Mio	and	Aoi	give	two	examples	
of	easy	ways	to	be	friendly	to	the	
Earth.	What	are	they?

Turning off the air conditioner, 
and not setting the heat very 
high.

Why	does	Mio	want	to	take	the	
train	on	vacation?

Because jet travel is bad for the 
Earth.

Did	you	like	this	story?

Name	some	ways	Mio	and	Aoi	
mention to be friendly to the 
Earth.
Can	you	think	of	other	ways	to	be	
friendly	to	the	Earth?

Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
story.
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
dialogue.
What did you think of the story 
and	dialogue?

Unit 5 – continued
Basic Medium Hard

Unit 6
Basic Medium Hard

What’s	the	title	of	the	unit?
Syrian Pen Pals.

Who	sends	letters	to	a	girl	in	
Syria?

Lisa.
Who sends letters to a boy there 
(in	Syria)?

Tim.
What	does	each	child	write	
about?

Life in his or her country.
What	does	Lisa	do	every	night?

Watch TV.
What	does	she	(Lisa)	love	to	
hear?

Her favorite songs.
What	does	Tim	study?

Interesting stories in his history 
book.

What	does	the	girl	in	Syria	do	
every	morning?

She wakes up early.
Does	she	(the	girl	in	Syria)	take	a	
car	to	work?

No, she walks.
Where	does	she	(the	girl	in	Syria)	
keep	Lisa’s	letters?

Under her pillow.
Does	the	Syrian	boy’s	family	have	
a	TV?

No, they don’t.
Where	does	he	(the	Syrian	boy)	
live?

In a camp.

What	does	“Syrian	pen	pals”	
mean?

Shiria no pen furendo. / Friends 
in Syria who you send letters to, 
and who send letters to you.

When	do	Tim	and	Lisa	send	
letters	to	their	pen	pals?

During the summer.

Does	Lisa	write	about	reading	
history	books	every	night?

No, she writes about watching 
TV.

Does	Tim	enjoy	homework?
No. It makes his head hurt.

Why	can’t	the	Syrian	girl	go	to	
school?

Because she must work to help 
her family.

Why	can’t	the	Syrian	boy	watch	
TV?

Because his family doesn’t have 
one.

What	does	Lisa	write	about?

What	does	Tim	write	about?

How	is	the	Syrian	girl’s	life	
different	from	Lisa’s?

How	is	the	Syrian	boy’s	life	
different	from	Tim’s?

How	are	the	Syrian	boy’s	life	and	
girl’s	life	different	from	your	own?



What	is	“charity”?
Hodokoshimono, kyūjokin. / 
Money to give to people who 
need help.

What	will	Lisa	and	Tim	do	to	
help?

Collect money for charity on the 
internet.

Whose	computer	will	they	(Lisa	
and	Tim)	use?

Tim’s father’s.

Who	gives	him	(the	Syrian	boy)	
pens	and	paper?

A charity.

How	do	Lisa	and	Tim	feel	about	
the	letters?

They’re very sad.
How	will	they	(Lisa	and	Tim)	
collect	money	for	charity?

They will make a page on the 
internet.

Did	you	like	this	story?

Why	are	Tim	and	Lisa	sad?

What	do	they	(Tim	and	Lisa)	plan	
to	do	to	help?
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
story.
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
dialogue.
What did you think of the story 
and	dialogue?

Unit 6 – continued
Basic Medium Hard

Unit 7
Basic Medium Hard

What’s	the	title	of	the	unit?
Klutzy Kazuki.

What’s	Rina’s	son’s	name?
Kazuki.

What	does	Kazuki	often	do?
He breaks things.

Does	he	(Kazuki)	use	things	in	
the	right	way?

No, he doesn’t.

What	is	he	(Kazuki)	doing	in	class	
today?

Talking, standing and moving 
around.

What does the teacher ask him 
(Kazuki)	to	do?

Sit in one place.
What does the teacher ask him 
(Kazuki)	not	to	do?

Speak to his friends.
Does	he	(Kazuki)	listen	to	the	
teacher?

No, he doesn’t.
Is	he	(Kazuki)	reading	the	news	
on	his	phone?

No, he’s playing a game.
Does	he	(Kazuki)	throw	his	
phone?

No, he drops it.
Does the phone break on his 
(Kazuki’s)	desk?

No, it breaks on the floor.

What	does	“klutzy	Kazuki”	mean?
Bukiyō na Kazuki. / Kazuki, who 
is clumsy and awkward.

Is	Rina	Kazuki’s	big	sister?
No, she’s his mother.

Why	does	Rina	get	angry?
Because Kazuki breaks things.

Does	she	(Rina)	know	what	to	do	
about	him?

No, she has no idea.

Is	the	teacher	happy	with	Kazuki	
today?

No, he/she isn’t.

Why	doesn’t	Kazuki	want	to	stop	
playing	his	game?

Because he doesn’t want his 
character to die.

Why does the title of the unit call 
Kazuki	“klutzy”?

What does Rina think about for 
many	hours?

How	does	Kazuki	make	the	
teacher	feel?

Do	you	ever	play	games	on	your	
phone	in	class?



Who	says	“Oh,	no!”—Kazuki	or	
the	teacher?

Kazuki does.

How	many	watches	did	Kazuki	
break?

One.
How	many	phones	(did	Kazuki	
break)?

Two.
Where	does	he	(Kazuki)	carry	his	
phones?

In his back pocket.
What	does	he	(Kazuki)	spill	on	
his	phones?

Food or drinks.
How	many	electronic	dictionaries	
did	Kazuki	break?

One.
Will	Rina	buy	him	(Kazuki)	a	new	
phone?

No, she won’t.

Why	is	Rina	upset	with	Kazuki?
Because he always breaks 
things.

Before	she	(Rina)	buys	him	
(Kazuki)	a	new	phone,	what	does	
she	want	to	do?

Wait until his grades get better.

Did	you	like	this	story?

Where is the best place to carry 
your	phone?	In	your	pocket,	or	
bag,	etc.?

Should	Rina	buy	Kazuki	a	new	
phone?
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
story.
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
dialogue.
What did you think of the story 
and	dialogue?

Unit 7 – continued
Basic Medium Hard

Unit 8
Basic Medium Hard

What’s	the	title	of	the	unit?
A Lucky Find?

When	does	Lisa	do	karate?
On Saturdays.

On	her	(Lisa’s)	way	home	from	
lessons,	what	did	she	find?

A wallet.
Where	did	she	(Lisa)	find	it	(the	
wallet)?

On the ground.
How	much	money	was	in	it	(the	
wallet)?

Four hundred dollars.

Did	she	(Lisa)	take	it	(the	wallet)	
to	the	police?

No, she took it home.
When	she	(Lisa)	found	it	(the	
wallet),	what	did	she	think	about	

What	does	“a	lucky	find”	mean?
Rakkī na mitsukemono. / A thing 
that I was lucky to find.

How	many	four-dollar	bills	were	
in	the	wallet?

None!
How	many	hundred-dollar	bills	
were	there	(in	the	wallet)?

Four.
What	did	Lisa	think	of	this	(finding	
the	money	in	the	wallet)?

She got excited.

The	title—“A	Lucky	Find?”—has	a	
question mark. Why do you think 
it	has	a	question	mark?

Why	does	Lisa	become	excited	at	
the	start	of	the	story?



buying?
A phone, a game, an animal, or 
a car.

What	did	her	(Lisa’s)	mother	tell	
her	to	do?

Help with dinner.
Does	Lisa	like	cooking?

No, she hated it.
The	next	day,	what	did	her	(Lisa’s)	
father	ask	her?

“Did you clean your room?”

What	did	Lisa	want	to	buy	to	
clean	her	room?

A robot.

Who	did	she	(Lisa)	see	at	school	
on	Monday?

Tim.
Why	did	Tim	want	to	look	inside	
the	wallet?

To look for the name of the 
owner.

Did	they	(Lisa	and	Tim)	find	a	
love	letter?

No, they found a bill.
Whose	name	was	on	the	bill	(in	
the	wallet)?

Mr. Yoshino, Lisa’s karate 
teacher.

What	was	Tim’s	friend’s	name?
Ali.

What	did	Tim	want	Lisa	to	do?
Give the wallet back soon.

When	was	she	(Lisa)	going	to	
give	back	the	wallet?

The next morning before school.

Does	money	grow	on	trees?
No, it doesn’t.

What	kind	of	game	did	she	(Lisa)	
want?

One like Tim had.
What	kind	of	animal	did	she	(Lisa)	
want?

A black and white hamster.
What	did	her	(Lisa’s)	mother	want	
her	to	do	with	the	knife?

Cut vegetables.

Why	was	her	(Lisa’s)	father	
angry?

He knew her room was not 
clean.

What	kind	of	machines	did	Lisa	
think	of	buying?

One to cut vegetables, and one 
to clean her room.

How	did	Tim	find	the	name	of	the	
owner?

He looked at a bill in the wallet.

Who told Tim that Mr. Yoshino 
lost	some	money?

Tim’s friend Ali.

What	kind	of	tree	did	Lisa	wish	
she	had?

A money tree.

Did	you	like	this	story?

What sort of chores does she 
(Lisa)	have	to	do	at	home?

Lisa	wants	to	buy	something	nice,	
but	Tim	wants	her	to	give	the	
wallet	back	to	Mr.	Yoshino.	Who	
do	you	think	is	right?
Why	does	she	(Lisa)	talk	about	
Mr.	Yoshino	having	a	black	belt?

If	you	had	a	money	tree,	what	
would	you	buy?
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
story.
Summarize	what	happens	in	the	
dialogue.
What did you think of the story 
and	dialogue?

Unit 8 – continued
Basic Medium Hard


